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FOREWORD
The term Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM), is used to address education policy and
curriculum choices in schools. Aimed at increasing competitiveness in science and technology development, the
Government aims to increase the percentage of Malaysian children and youth taking up STEM education and
career from the current 42% to 60%. The question is how.
Research shows that STEM involves the development of problem-solving or critical thinking skills. However, we
need to extend problem- solving skills to include evaluation of usefulness and relevance to the context. And on
top of that, to be creative; to create and to add value through the design of viable inventions; the ultimate objective
of the Malaysian Invention and Design Society (MINDS) as reflected in MINDS’ flagship, the annual International
Technology, Invention and Innovation Exhibition (ITEX).
Hence, MINDS decided to hold a Write and Illustrate competition in conjunction with the Art and Creativity
Exhibition (ACE). For the first time, MINDS ventured into Illustration. These illustrations are not technology-assisted
to enable equal opportunity to all. Furthermore, we believe that we need to go back to basics, to the fundamentals
and test our “independence” in a technology-assisted, technology-driven world.
Malaysia will be celebrating her 58th Year of Independence on August 31st. How much have we progressed? What
have we achieved? Many of the entries that we received have expressed these in their own way. The winning
entries captured the qualities underlying design and invention well and we are proud of these young Malaysians.
This is a small but significant start towards developing more “diversified” individuals, young designers, young
inventors – a different approach. Going back to fundamentals, both scientific and expressive/communicative, going
back to what led us to Independence, what mak es Malaysia unique, (and what is unique about Malaysia), our
successes and aspirations, reminds us of our journey (who we are, what we have become and what we want to
become). These are questions we asked our young people. These are also questions we ask ourselves as we
ponder on Malaysia’s future amidst many uncertainties locally and internationally in various aspects.
Happy Independence Day, Malaysia. May we continue to strive forward in diversity and in unity.
Thank you.
Chairman of ACE2015
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PREFACE
Design creates and adds value. Many innovations such as by IDEO are design-based. Although design is evident in various disciplines,
Art and Technological Innovations are more clearly synergized in product/industrial design. Research has shown that children
learn most from this type of synergies. While various disciplines usually focus on strengthening disciplinary fundamentals,
electric l earning approaches can make learning more fun, more accessible. Hence, the initiative to explore possibilities of
increasing creativity through the Arts and Creativity Exhibition.
Some of the entries submitted are interesting in content and presentation while some have potential for greater improvement. We
mainly considered the story expressed in both modes (writing and illustration), as well as the re (interpretation) of these stories
in both modes. Prizes are awarded to deserving creative illustrations which provide creative expressions and interpretations of such
stories.
I would like to thank the organizers and the team of judges for their evaluations and constructive comments to the participants. Looking forward to
more creative designs, whether they be in craft, Art or technology.
Chief Judge of ACE2015

Professor Dr. Lee Chien Sing
Official affiliation with Sunway University
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SHAZANA Binte MOHD
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MAZ INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, SELANGOR
Supervised by Asoncion Racaza

COLOURFUL MALAYSIA

The Sun rays blazing and beaming, Upon glowing
country men. Malaysians, a kaleidoscope of races
and colours, looking happy and friendly, hand in
hand.
The jingling bells of the trishaw I find, Are
constantly thundering in my ears. When suddenly,
a soothing call to prayer, Sparks my soul, frees my
fears.
The marbled dome glistens in the Sun, Patterned
carpets run down in lanes. I see Muslims bow
down in prayer, And in me, peace and calmness
remain.
The trishaw whizzes, air gushing in my face,
Smells of satay, canai, biriyani. Dim sum and then
incense sticks, I sniff them as they welcome me.
Stepping into a temple, so red, so majestic, A bent
Chinese man walks down the aisle. To pray and to
greet the golden Buddha, Who lies peacefully, with
a serene smile.
The trishaw man waiting outside grins, As I feel
fascinated by the scenes. Of sarees, cheongsams
and batik kebayas, So colourful, beautiful, like
queens.
Ding-a-dong, ding-a-dong, bells again, I gaze
around, spotting a church. High above the belfry,
stands the cross, On it, Mynahs, black and brown
perch.
My throat is dry and parched, Across stands a
mamak stall. Selling cendol, bandung, teh tarik, I
smack my lips, I want them all.
Feeling refreshed, I look up, And see statues
sculpted smoothly. In gold, green, blue and yellow,
They all stand with such beauty.
An Indian temple is what I see, Full of gods,
goddesses and deities. Around them garlands of
flowers, Perfuming the cool, light breeze.
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Hopping off the trishaw to roam, I smell, I smile, I
see,A bush of vibrant flowers bloom, The Bunga
Raya is attracting me.
I pitter-patter further ahead, a young man is
calling out loud. Excited I see rows of thorny
green, Durians! King of fruits, draws the crowd.
Buzzling Malaysians here and there, Scuttling
happily everywhere. Shopping, talking, eating,
giggling, And some, waltzing to nowhere.
Returning to my fancy trishaw, He knows how I
felt today. Pride, love, wonder, amazement and
joy, He nods his head, says, “Malaysia Boleh!”
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CHEN CHEN

MAZ INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, SELANGOR
Supervised by Asoncion Racaza

EDUCATION - THE KEY TO UNITY

After independence, which means that our country is no longer under the British government, the people
can now elect new leaders. We have many races staying in Malaysia by then, of which some of the races
are Chinese, Indian, Eurasian and others, apart from the Malays. We can now have new leaders from all
races in the new government. How do we get good and responsible leaders that can make our nation grow?
The only way is through education. The very first thing the new government needs to do is to make sure
children, whether they are boys or girls to attend school. The new government will now try to get the citizens
of the country to understand the importance of education, especially where girls are concerned. Parents are
encouraged to send their daughters to school and not kept them at home. They encourage parents to treat
their children equally. By attending school, children from all races get the chance to mix with one another.
The reasons why we need to be educated are; firstly, without education, we can’t read and write. When a
person cannot read or write, it is difficult for that person to progress in life. We no longer belong to a time
where there’s no need to learn to read and write. In fact, even poor countries are trying very hard to get their
citizens to at least be literate in basic education. Secondly, education allows us to speak different languages.
Usually in every country, the government will encourage the students to study the main language of the
country and a second language. In Malaysia, the main language is Bahasa Melayu and the second language
is either English, Mandarin or Tamil, depending on which type of school the student goes to. Next, through
the learning of different language, students can communicate with one another clearly. Students from
different races can now speak other languages that actually help them if they work in other countries in the
future. Also, since children from different races are placed together in the same class, these children learn
to mix together and play with one another freely. Education helps the children to learn about one another
culture. Children in the same class would then have more knowledge.
In school, the students get to participate in their schools activities like Sports Day, Art Competition, Writing
Essay Competition, National Day Competition and many more. Malaysia celebrates many festivals. So,
children from different races also learn how the various festivals are celebrated. Some of the festivals are
Hari Raya, Chinese New Year, Christmas, Deepavali and others. Through this different festivals and
gathering of information, it helps the different races to come closer. Each race will have an open house,
where they invite people of different races to their homes. They serve their friends, their local delicious food.
This can only happen when children get a chance to attend school together, mix freely and respect one
another’s culture.

Before independence, when our country was under the British government we studied in huts. There
were no proper school buildings. Children gathered in the wooden huts and had to sit on the soil or
bare ground. During those days, they did not have blackboard and chalks. So where did they write?
They wrote on the soil with a wooden stick. No proper stationery was provided as the children were
from poor families. Boys were sent to school but girls were kept at home. The reason was that many
races follow the tradition that believe only the males in the families can study. Girls were taught to do
housework, learn to cook, sew and take care of their children.
These children were taught by some missionary teachers. Missionary teachers were usually ladies
that were nuns from another country. They were glad to teach and at the same time spread the
Christian religion. In fact, these missionary teachers were the first people who asked the British
government to consider building schools for the citizens of the country. Some schools that were built
by the British government that are over 100 years old are Penang Free School (Penang),
Victoria Institution (Selangor) and St. Michael’s Institution (Perak).
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After independence, our Malaysian government is building more schools, because they now know how
important education is. As more schools are being built in cities and even in the small towns and villages,
this means that more children can now attend school. Children in villages go to school that are many miles
away by way of taking boats or walking many miles. Their parents now know that education is really
important. Since the citizens of Malaysia are educated, there are many teachers from other countries that
come here to teach. Now after 58 years of independence, the level of education and knowledge is higher.
Through understanding and learning together through education, we can now find good and responsible
leaders to help our country grow. By bringing leaders of various races together, we have more ideas how
to make our country safer, richer and united as one, even if we have diverse cultures and races. Our leaders
come together and plan how to help Malaysia move forward through technology. Unity becomes the force
behind the leaders to push our country forward so that we can become better in many areas like farming,
trading, business and many others. New technologies can be created through education when people of a
nation are educated, they learn and become smarter. They start improving themselves in many ways. This
then helps make the country better. Technology can then help the country advance and we owe it to the
fact that education is the key to unity. So, in the end, how well a country grows, depends on how united its
people are. The nation or a country’s future is bright when its people come together, work together hand in
hand although they are from different background to continue the work that started in 1957 until this day.
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MAZ INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, SELANGOR
Supervised by Asoncion Racaza

EMBRACING DIVERSITY,
MALAYSIA UNITY

At the stroke of midnight on 30th August 1957, Malaya celebrated her
Independence Day at Stadium Merdeka, Kuala Lumpur at the helm of
the late Tunku Abdul Rahman, who was the first Prime Minister.
Malaysia was formed in 1963 as the federation of the then independent
(since 1957) Malaya and the three British colonies of Singapore,
Sabah, and Sarawak. Singapore left Malaysia and became an
independent state in 1962. Malaysia is a multiethnic upper-middleincome country. The society of Malaysia has been described as "Asia
in miniature". All the races in Malaysia stand united in accepting
Malaysia as their Motherland and support every move in the country
that shows the Unity in Diversity. A unique feature of Malaysia’s record
has been its stability to achieve a high growth rates in spite of its
ethnicity and high income inequality.
Since independence, national unity has been made top priority - unity
in education, culture, socio-economy, political, religion, sports and
regional. 1Malaysia (pronounced One Malaysia in English and Satu
Malaysia in Malay) concept designed by Malaysian Prime Minister
Najib Tun Razak on 16 September 2010, seeks to improve the
relations of all Malaysians, regardless of racial, religious or cultural
backgrounds. Prime Minister Najib has instructed the National Civics
Bureau or Biro Tata Negara (BTN) to use its courses and seminars to
educate present and future civil servants, politicians, and community
leaders about 1Malaysia and promote national unity.
1Malaysia is indeed a concept which strongly emphasizes ethnic
harmony and national unity. On a surface level, 1Malaysia stresses
national unity and ethnic tolerance. Some of the values eloquent to the
concept are perseverance,
acceptance, loyalty, education, integrity, and meritocracy. 1Malaysia is
not just a concept to harmonize the nation; it is also a concept to take
Malaysia to whole new level in the economic growth.
Unity in Malaysian Political Diversity depicts Malaysian political stability
in the light of broader shifts toward democratization by focusing on the
origin of Malaysian plural society, and what type of regime
maintenance has been used by Malaysian political leaders which
contributed towards peace and harmonious relation among different
ethnics of the Malaysian society. The Constitutional Provision (Art.95B)
for what may be called “legal pluralism” the provision to establish native
court systems in addition to the existing common law and Shari’ah law
aims at protecting the heritage of distinct cultures throughout Malaysia.
Ethnic identification is also perpetuated by most political parties. The
governing National Front Coalition (Barisan Nasional), however, is a
multi-racial coalition. Today,
Malaysia has emerged as a confident and vibrant entity largely secure,
stable and increasingly prosperous at home and at peace with its
neighbours and full of initiative abroad. It is a fortunate country within
the Muslim World to have visionary leaders who pursued policies to
promote peace, political stability and prosperity for all races in the
country. Education plays the most crucial role in sowing the seeds of
unity among Malaysians. Educational programmes and teachers’
training at all levels from school to college and university are directed
towards national unity in Malaysia.
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Country has established unity clubs in primary and secondary schools,
colleges and public and private universities to foster unity among
students. There are “national schools (SK)” and “national-type schools
(SJK)”. SK use Bahasa Malaysia, SJK (C) Chinese and SJK (T) Tamil.
The Malaysian education system provides options for parents to create
ethnically-homogeneous environments at the primary level. All Schools
promote unity using the curriculum; (i)through the academic subjects
such as Islamic religious education, moral education and civics
education, (ii) the co-curricular activities, and (iii) other school activities
such as the Merdeka (Independence) Month Celebration.
National unity is the over-riding objective of the country. The nation’s
economic and social development policies emphasises on social
integration, more equitable distribution of income and opportunities for
national unity and progress.
The second Malaysia plan, marks a new phase in the economic and
social development of Malaysia. It represents an important stage in the
series of development plans designed to eradicate poverty among all
Malaysians, irrespective of race and to restructure Malaysian society in
order to correct racial economic imbalance.
Corporate and Government sectors are stepping forward to help civil
society on national unity. Activities and programmes conducted
involving different races to address the social concerns such as
environment (Go Green Activities),
health care (Seeing is Believing, Blood donation camps) and helping the
less privileged (Charity programmes) builds unity among the Malaysians.
Sports in Malaysia after independence, was seen as a means directly to
develop the spirit of nationalism and national integration among the multiracial group. The Malaysia government, through the National Sports
Policy implemented various projects which have developed the spirit of
nationalism among existing racial groups. For example in the game of
badminton, it is no longer dominated by a particular race, so is soccer.
The government is now looking into ways of integrating athletes of
different races into games such a basketball that was formerly dominated
by the Chinese and the game of “Sepak Takraw” which was dominated
by the Malays. The Malaysian tradition of hosting open houses during
festivals has become a medium through which its people unite for the
continuity of the country’s harmony and progress. Most religious festivals
are public holidays and celebrated nationwide regardless of race or belief.
Hari Merdeka, Hari Raya Aidilfitri, Awal Muharram, Chinese New Year,
Moon cake festival, Christmas, Deepavali, Thaipoosam and Wesak Day
are some of the major festivals celebrated in Malaysia which helps to
bring unity among Malaysians.
Entertainment also plays a vital role in uniting people by showing
exemplary of solidarity and equality that can be imitated by the viewers to
create unity among them. Malaysian films such as Sepet, Gubra,
Talentime and Estet are some of the local films that can be categorized a
1Malaysia model films as they bring all races in Malaysia under one roof.
National unity is the responsibility and obligation of every individual. In
order to preserve peace and harmony, let’s make sure that we perpetuate
unity and understanding as children of Motherland Malaysia.

It was Sunday, I was very excited as all my friends
came. Their parents came along and got an
opportunity to know each other. My best friends got to
meet and know my new friends. We had a great game.
It was so good that we even planned for a weekly
football game on every Sunday evenings.
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SHIRLEY PRABHJOT
SINGH SIDHA
JASMINE KAUR GREWAL

I hope our relationship continues for years and help
Malaysia’s unity and economy.

MAZ INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
Supervised by Asoncion Racaza

One of the main reasons I love Malaysia is because it
is a multicultural country and we get to interact with
people of many races.

MY NEW SCHOOL
Perpetuating national unity builds up the common
strategy of friendship between all races which
strengthens the community. That is why we must always
must try to stay together. Malaysia is a true example of
a multicultural country. It is a land of many races.
Examples of races are Malays, Chinese, Indians, Sikhs,
Sabahans, Sarawakians and other races.

Six months later, my Malay improved. I felt like a true
Malaysian. I think getting to know Malay gives us an
identity as a nation.
Regarding festivals, for the last Chinese New Year, we
celebrated at James and Chong’s house.me feel like a
part of their family.
The last Deepavali was celebrated at Bala’s and
Ravindran’s house. It was extremely nice. We enjoyed
ourselves. Both of them entertained us.

My name is Prabhjot Singh, I am a Sikh and I am 10
years old.I have three best friends. They are James
Lee,Haikal and Bala.We have all been friends since
Year one. We all are studying in the same class in MAZ
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL .We are the best of friends.
Regardless of our differences, friendship is what unites
us as Malaysians.
One day, my parents told me that I would have to move
to another school because they were running out of
money as the school was expensive. I was going to a
‘government public school’ named ‘SMK SEAFIELD 3’.I
was very sad as I would be leaving my best friends,
friends and teachers.
It was Monday, my first day. I felt sad and uncomfortable
as I was new and I did not know anybody in the new
school. I also felt awkward because my Malay was not
that fluent and I could hardly make any friends that day.
We started our day with assembly where we sing the
national anthem of Malaysia which is known as the
‘Negaraku’ which means ‘my country’. It was different
because I felt a bit patriotic singing my national anthem.
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For now, Hari raya is coming. I am waiting impatiently
for it to time. I hope we can celebrate at Haikal’s and
Firdaus’s house. I also hope it will be as enjoyable. I
am looking forward to it very much.
A few days past, I met some good friends in school.
Their names were Ravindran, Firdaus and Chong.
They were really friendly. During break, we sat
together and ate together. They reminded me of my
friends from the old school.
We started to become good friends. I did not feel
uncomfortable and lonely now. I was surprised how
they accepted me even though we come from
different backgrounds. Later, at home, I contacted
my best friends and suggested to them to have a
football game in a field with my new friends near my
house on the next Sunday.
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PARESH CHELLIAH
JEROME ALTAMIA
MAZ INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, SELANGOR
Supervised by Asoncion Racaza

PERPETUATING NATIONAL UNITY
Malaysia is a diverse country. There are three major races
namely Malays, Indians and the Chinese. Perpetuating
national unity is important because it ensures the stability
as well as the progressive growth of this nation. We have
the privilege of living in a peaceful and harmonious country.
An example of national unity is seen in schools, where we
have friends of different racial backgrounds. Over the
years, we have learnt to respect each other’s cultures and
traditional practices. This is evident as we join one another
to celebrate major festivals like Hari Raya, Deepavali and
Chinese New Year. The annual national day celebration
every August 31st portrays the strong national unity
amongst citizens.
A lot of effort is taken by the government to ensure that
national unity is preserved. Firstly, the idea of unity must
be planted in minds at a young age. By encouraging
children work together in school regardless of race and
religion, the young minds will know that essentially we are
all the same. We all have the same aspirations to live
harmoniously and peacefully. Each and every one of us are
willing to work together to perpetuate this. For example
Malaysian schools organise events such as police cadets,
scouts and national service. Police cadets is a uniformed
body at selected high schools in Malaysia with the
aim of inculcating discipline among students and helping
to curb negative activities while national service conscripts
are 18-year-old youths that are selectively drafted.
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The three-month program, which started in
December 2003, began as way to encourage
friendship between youths of certain ages from
different races and ethnic groups and address
concerns that the country's various groups were
becoming increasingly isolated from one another.
Another important way is to teach the children about
the different cultures so that the young ones grow up
respecting another person’s way of life. For example,
at school, we learn about how the Muslims fast
during the month of Ramadhan, how Indians be
vegetarians during the full moon period, how
Chinese be vegetarians during some festivals. We
have learnt to respect this and are sensitive enough
not to eat in front of our Muslim friends during this
month, not to serve meat to Indians and Chinese
during festivals such as full moon for Indians and the
nine gods emperor festival for the Chinese. This kind
of an understanding builds a good foundation for
unity. When the children grow up to become adults,
they will remember these sentiments and will always
be mindful of their friend’s practises.
Events and celebrations always bring people
together. When more event are organised at the
National level, it brings people of all races together.
For example during Deepavali the non-Indians go to
open houses, during Chinese New year the nonChinese go to Chinese houses and the same for
Malays during Hari Raya. I believe that national unity
is important because it helps to keep our nation
united, and makes it a peaceful and a wonderful
place to live in.
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LEE YUEN YI
WEMBLEY ACADEMY, KUALA LUMPUR
Supervised by Ling Siew Woei

THE TIGER, PANDA AND
SNAKE WHO FORMED MALAYSIA
Once upon a time, there’s three animals from three
different countries. One was a tiger from Malay, another
one was a panda from China and the last one was a snake
from India.
They were the bestest friends and also were the
leaders of the countries. It was a beautiful life for them
and peaceful for every animals. But everything started to
change.
One day, they have a found a beautiful diamond that filled
with a powerful power. These power made the three
animals wanted to have it by themselves. So they started
a war. Whoever win the war get the diamond.
These endless war made the poor animals have the worst
time ever. Many animals died there and were covered in
fear. None of the animals can survive in the war.
The death of the animals made the leaders started to think
why they are doing these, just because of a diamond. They
stopped the war and held a meeting about it.
They made a deal which was sharing the diamond
together and formed a new country called Malaysia.
Every animals lived happily ever after again.
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SAI PRASHANTH
MAZ INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, SELANGOR
Supervised by Asoncion Racaza

TOGETHER WE STAND,
DIVIDED WE FALL
It was January 1970 and the rains have been continuous for the
past 7 days. Siva and his family were getting worried as his house
was at the lowest point of the village. If the rains did not stop, there
is a chance that his house will be flooded. “This has never
happened before, maybe we should move out to another location.”
Siva told his wife. Siva’s wife had been buying and storing
provisions like Milo and biscuits for the last 2 days in case they
are unable to get any food for their children if the rain did not stop
and the area floods.
Siva’s neighbours live on much higher ground.
Che Mat and family never had to worry about rising water levels
as their home is situated closer to the main road and away from
the little valley in the village. The rains did not bother them and
the other families at all. There are 10 houses in the little village in
the middle of Kuala Lumpur.
Siew and family who lived 2 houses from Che Mat’s house had 5
children. They were a bubbly lot.
All the kids in that village would play together in the evenings. They
had their own football team with boys and girls playing together in
one team. They were all good friends. Some evenings Che Mat’s
wife would make delicious “Goreng Pisang” for all the children as
an evening snack. Mrs. Siew made very tasty “Cincau” drink for
everyone to share on hot afternoons.
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The rains were non-stop for the entire week and
the children missed playing together in the
village. They had to stay indoors. When the rains
did not stop for more than 10 days, the water
levels in the village started to rise and very
quickly Siva’s house was flooded overnight. The
electricity supply to their house was also
disrupted. They panicked. Siva quickly gathered
the children and called out to his wife to leave the
house. His wife managed to take along the dry
provisions that she has been collecting for the
past few days.
At the same time, Che Mat and Siew walked
down to the valley area to check on Siva and his
family. They knew that with such rains, Siva
would need help if his house was flooded. Siva
was so relieved to see his neighbours. They
helped Siva and his children out of their house
as the water levels were fast rising. Siew had 2
raincoats which were used for Siva’s children.
They managed to get out to the higher ground on
time. Just then, the rains got heavier. Mrs. Siew
made some hot drinks for all of them. Siva and
his family were thankful that they had such good
neighbours. In the following days, the
neighbours helped Siva and his family relocate
to higher grounds.
In a multi-cultural community like Malaysia,
celebrating our 58th Independence Day on 31st
August this year is a reminder of the unity we
share among the races. We may come from
different backgrounds but we have learnt from
the past to be united. United we stand, divided
we fall.
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LAVANYAH a/p SUPPIAH
MAZ INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL,
Supervised by Asoncion Racaza

THE TWO VERY GOOD
FRIENDS

Abdullah's dad who had passed away had been very close
friends with Chong's dad. Both their dads and grandparents
had studied in the same school. lt was the only school their
parents could afford. lt was a school that has been educating
three continuous generations.
It started off with their grandparents who had finished
schooling a long time ago and were looking for a job.
A long time ago, in the year 1938, two young boys named Ali
and Lee who were of the age 28 were joining the military army.
They knew each other very well and were shocked when they
saw that they were joining the army together.
'Ali! You're joining the army with me!?' asked Lee with a
shocked look on his face when he saw his close school friend
walking through the gates of the military army beside him. Ali
swung his head around to see who was talking to him. He saw
Lee and said, 'Yes, Lee!’ Ali couldn't contain his excitement.
This is so surprising!' he exclaimed. Lee couldn't believe his
luck! His best friend was joining the military army with him!
Both the friends walked in, signed the registration forms and
immediately started their training. They climbed ropes up high
walls and climbed down again. They had to run a lot too. so at
the end of the day, they were always exhausted.
Many months passed and Ali and Lee still had another few
months of training. None of them knew what awaited them
after their training had been completed on August 30th, 1939.
Ali and Lee longed for the day when their training was done.
lt would be heavenly to go back home to their wives and
children. After waiting for a very long time, the day finally
came. Ali and Lee had just finished packing up their bags and
were about to leave when suddenly...... 'Attention, attention!
No one is allowed to leave …
we are going to Europe for THE WORLD WAR 2! I cannot
promise you that all of you will go back home alive. But, all of
you will go back home. Some may be in a coffin, though.’ The
captain's voice boomed through the speakers.
Ali and Lee were at the verge of crying but after two more
days, they were off to Europe, weary with the torturous
trainings they had the past two days.

There were two very. good friends named Abdullah and
Chong. They were very poor people and often lacked of
food and water, but, were still very happy in their country,
Malaysia.
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They reached after a very long time and the next day, the war
began. Ali and Lee were standing at the front and were scared
out of their wits. But thankfully, they weren't killed. At the end
of the day, they were sitting down drinking coffee, getting
ready for the next day.

Everything was going fine for many weeks until one day, Lee
was accidentally pushed very roughly by the person behind him
and as he tried to balance himself, he took a few steps forward
but tripped and fell into the NO-MAN'S LAND! Ali just managed
to stifle a scream. Now, if Lee got up, chances were very high
of him being shot. Ali finally reached out and dragged him in by
his foot. That was very risky! Ali could have been shot! But all
the same, it worked. Everything went on smoothly after that.
Three months passed and Ali was sick of shooting and
shielding. But after a year, things weren't going very well for Ali
and Lee. Their enemies had tried to kill them and win the war
by trying to set their tent on fire at night. Luckily, Lee managed
to smell the burning and alert the others. Then onwards,
nobody could=sleep4eacefully at night causing them to fall
asleep during the war. There was a lot of struggle on their side
after that. But even through all that struggle, they managed to
survive three more years. Ali and Lee were very surprised
because they thought they wouldn't have survived for even a
week but they had survived for four years already!
They managed to send a few letters to their family but couldn't
receive any in return. Two more years passed. But suddenly on
the last day of the sixth year in war, Ali's leg was almost
dislocated by a cannon ball. Lee jumped in front of Ali to
balance him but was shot in the chest. Lee groaned deeply. He
felt as if the bullet had gone through his heart. He knew he
wouldn't last long. Ali was putting too much pressure on him.
But luckily, the war ended an hour later. Lee couldn't bring
himself to fight for life any longer. He forgot about AIi who was
clinging to his back and collapsed to the ground while falling on
AIi. Ali could have survived longer but he was already weak and
couldn't bear the impact when Lee fell on him, causing both of
them to die. Remembering this great story, their sons, Mahathir
and Suu Yi had continued this friendship for a very long time.
Mahathir and Suu Yi became very close friends during
preschool itself. They defended each other when they were
disturbed by another. They grew up together and when they
had passed schooling and university, they were still friends.
There were many conflicts between the Malay and Chinese at
that point. They use to fight each other on the roads and they
had turned against each other completely. But, Mahathir and
Suu Yi were still friends
They were sure that when their children grew up and conflicts
like this came up, their children, Abdullah and Chong wouldn't
care either. But conflicts never did come up after that. Malaysia
was a much more stable country from then onwards and their
children were very good friends. I never saw such a long lasting
friendship chain! Have
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LOH YONG ZHEN
SJK (C) SERDANG BARU 2, SELANGOR Supervised by Ling
Siew Woei

WHY SHOULD I LEARN BAHASA MALAYSIA?

I was born in a Chinese home, grow up in a Chinese
village and goes to a Chinese school everyday.
Wherever I go, it is all mandarin conversation around
me. I live peacefully until today. Something happened
to me. I was selected to take part in a student program
at Sekolah Wawasan. It was then, I have all funny
people talking to me in a funny language.
Bahasa Malaysia, It was my first serious exposure
despite at school. I do not know what it is until I asked
my teacher, the most important question, “Why do we
have to learn Bahasa Malaysia?” My teacher brought
me back to the history of Malaysia, where our country
was under the colonization of four different countries.
It was only in 31 August 1957 that Malaysia gained its
independence day. Wars were not only between
countries but later within Malaysians. The 13 Mei 1969
marked the black history of racisms between
Malaysians. I was so scared when I heard teacher told
me about the death of the beloved family members
during the fight. I do not want it to happen again
because I love my family members and I also love my
country, Malaysia.
During that one day program, I made many friends.
Although I cannot speak Bahasa Malaysia at that time,
I told my friends, “saya mahu belajar Bahasa Malaysia.

Firdaus: Hey! Kamu nak pergi ke bazaar Ramadhan tak? Jagen: Boleh!
Jom kita pergi.
Me: Huh?! What are you talking about?
Firdaus: Kamu tidak tahu bahasa Malaysia ke?
Me: Eh…Bahasa Malaysia? Oh….I don’t know how to speak.
Jagen: Mana boleh?! Kamu mesti belajar Bahasa Malaysia. Firdaus: Dia
pun tidak boleh dengar apa kamu cakap.
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” I know many Chinese words, like “团结” and “合一”
means unity, “和平”means harmony but I do not know
them in Bahasa Malaysia. When as a Chinese student,
we have to write many characters everyday at school,
I have started to learn new words in school such as
“perpaduan”, “bersatu-padu” and “berharmoni.” All
were inspired from the interaction from my friends
during the program.
I have then drawn a very strong picture about my hope
and understanding about our country’s freedom. We
were not only free from the colonization but also hatred
among one another. In my picture that carries the word
“unity” every character shows an object that I like so
much. “U” contains all the objects from wars such a
bomb, tank, canon and sword that I would like it to be
put away permanently. “N” is where my country gained
freedom and set up our own identity where “Bunga
Raya” (hibiscus) is one of the example I given.

“I” symbolize myself of desire to have peace and
friendship with everyone of different race. “T” carries
a bridge between myself and my desire to achieve
harmony with everyone. The diamond is viewed as a
very previous object to myself also the “Bunga
Raya” which was located at the corner of the letter.
“Y” is the last letter we often want to ask “Why” when
many things happened. I also started my concern
with “Why do I have to learn Bahasa Malaysia?” The
letter drawn shown how my friends during the
program has helped me to see the importance of
learning a new language that may sound foreign to
me but indeed is an identity for me being a Chinese
Malaysian.
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MAHA INDRA LIAGAM CLEMUEI
BAUTISTA
MAZ INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, SELANGOR
Supervised by Asoncion Racaza

WHY WE LOVE MALAYSIA

Malaysia is a beautiful and well kept country, the local food
taste delicious and it is sure to make you mouth watering.
Malaysia is a multi racial country but the three main people
who live in Malaysia are Indians, Chinese and of course
Malaysians. The capital of Malaysia is Kuala Lumpur, in total
Malaysia has thirteen beautiful satates. It consists of thirteen
states and three federal territories and has a total landmass
of 329,847 square kilometres (127,350 sq mi) separated
by the South China Sea into two similarly sized regions,
Peninsular Malaysia and East Malaysia (Malaysian Borneo).
Peninsular Malaysia shares a land and maritime border with
Thailand and maritime borders with Singapore, Vietnam, and
Indonesia. East Malaysia shares land and maritime borders
with Brunei and Indonesia and a maritime border with the
Philippines.
By 2015, with a population of over 30 million, Malaysia
became the 43rd most populous country in the world. The
southernmost point of continental Eurasia, Tanjung Piai, is in
Malaysia, located in the tropics. It is one of 17 mega diverse
countries on earth, with large numbers of endemic species.
Malaysia has its origins in the Malay kingdoms present in the
area which, from the 18th century, became subject to the
British Empire. The first British territories were known as
the Straits Settlements, whose establishment was followed by
the Malay kingdoms becoming British protectorates. The
territories on Peninsular Malaysia were first unified as the
Malayan Union in 1946. Malaya was restructured as the
Federation of Malaya in 1948, and achieved independence on
31 August 1957. Malaya united with North Borneo, Sarawak,
and Singaporeon 16 September 1963. Less than two years
later in 1965, Singapore was expelled from the federation. By
2015, with a population of over 30 million, Malaysia became
the 43rd most populous country in the world. The
southernmost point of continental Eurasia, Tanjung Piai, is in
Malaysia, located in the tropics.
Malaysia has its origins in the Malay kingdoms present in the
area which, from the 18th century, became subject to the
British Empire. The first British territories were known as the
Straits Settlements, whose establishment was followed by the
Malay kingdoms becoming British protectorates. The
territories on Peninsular Malaysia were first unified as the
Malayan Union in 1946. Malaya was restructured as the
Federation of Malaya in 1948, and achieved independence on
31 August 1957. Malaya united with North Borneo, Sarawak,
and Singaporeon 16 September 1963.
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Less than two years later in 1965, Singapore was expelled from
the federation. The country is multi-ethnic and multi-cultural,
which plays a large role in politics. The constitution declares
Islam the state religion while allowing freedom of religion for
non-Muslims. The government system is closely modelled on
the Westminster parliamentary system and the legal system is
based on common law. The head of state is the king, known as
the Yang di-Pertuan Agong.
Since its independence, Malaysia has had one of the best
economic records in Asia, with its GDP growing at an average
of 6.5% per annum for almost 50 years. The economy has
traditionally been fuelled by its natural resources, but is
expanding in the sectors of science, tourism, commerce and
medical tourism. Today, Malaysia has a newly industrialised
market economy, ranked third largest in Southeast Asia
and29th largest in the world. It is a founding member of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, the East Asia Summit
and the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, and a member of
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation, the Commonwealth of
Nations, and the Non-Aligned Movement. The name "Malaysia"
is a combination of the word "Malay" and the Latin-Greek suffix
σία.The word "melayu" in Malay may derive from the Tamil
words "malai" and "ur" meaning "mountain" and "city, land",
respectively. "Malayadvipa" was the word used by ancient
Indian traders when referring to the Malay Peninsula.
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ATHEN GOH KAN SHENG
MAZ INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, SELANGOR
Supervised by Asoncion Racaza

WITH UNITY WE COULD
ACHIEVE MUCH

National unity is the coming together of all Malaysian
regardless of races. There is not only one race in Malaysia but
many others races as well! The biggest group of races are
Malay, Chinese and Indian and not forgetting the diverse yet
important small group of races such as Sikhs, Kadazan
Dusun, Iban and many more. Racial unity can be seen
when non-Muslims treat Muslims like brothers and sisters,
the same they would with their own race. If we Malaysians
have no unity, Malaysia would be in civil disputation and there
will be no trust and cooperation among the different races. For
example, we will not be united as Malaysian to fight against
the Japanese when they invaded Malaysia previously and we
won’t achieve our independence if these races didn’t work
together as one unit.
Education can be used to unite Malaysians better. For
example, when we go to school we make friends, work
together or have fun in social activities. Along the way,
different races become friends. By accepting different races
into vernacular schools is another attempt to promote racial
harmony as it is not uncommon to find Malays or Indians who
can speak fluent mandarin. Extracurricular activities such as
boyscout, khidmat Negara, on the other hand, also help build
national pride.
Another way of building unity is through sport. During a
badminton competition between Lee Chong Wei and Lin Dan,
who do you want to win?? Malaysia or China? When we
Malaysians are supporting Lee Chong Wei, we do not think of
races, we think of countries. We Malaysians need ethnic
builders not ethic heroes. An example of ethnic builders are
people who work building relationship with other races
instead of their own race.
I, being ‘yellow-skinned’ for instance, do not think of those who
have dark skin as ‘dirty’ or make the conclusion that bad
people must come from other races. By not being racist is a
way of building unity among fellow races.
Racial unity is very important to Malaysia so we should all
treasure it very dearly. There are some people out there who
even make websites to encourage unity!
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ETHAN DAVID LEONG
MAZ INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, SELANGOR
Supervised by Asoncion Racaza

BEFORE AND AFTER
INDEPENDENCE OF MALAYSIA

There was a Southeast Asian country named Malaysia.
Before Malaysia had its independence, that country was
known as Malaya.
In 1955, Tunku Abdul Rahman Al Haj the first prime minister
led a team to England to negotiate for the independence.
Then, Malaya gained independence without any bloodshed.
Malaya celebrated Hari Merdeka (Independence Day) on 31st
of August 1957 peacefully.
Malaysia was born when Tunku Abdul Rahman Al Haj
convinced Singapore, Sabah and Sarawak to join Malaya in
1961. Few years later in 1965, Singapore separated from
Malaysia.
Malaysia is a mixture of races and cultures. The three major
races in Malaysia are the Malays, Chinese and Indians. The
indigenous people are the Dayaks, Dusuns, Bajaus, Muruds
and others.
Islam is the national religion but there are other religions such
as Buddhism, Hinduism, Sikhism and
Christianity which are practised peacefully. Malaysia
celebrates colourful festivals of the various races throughout
the year. They live in harmony and mingle well with one
another. There is mutual respect and understanding among
its people.

Malaysia also has a tower near the Petronas Twin Towers. It is
known as the KL Tower. The Kuala Lumpur Tower is one of the
tallest towers in Asia. The tower gives the best view of Kuala
Lumpur. The Kuala Lumpur Tower contains a restaurant that is
very popular. The tower has a stairwell and elevators to go to
the upper level Malaysia has one of the most beautiful and
people friendly airports in the world. Malaysia has come a long
way from landing strips in Sungai Besi and Subang to two
airports namely KLIA1 and KLIA2. These are the main
international airports of Malaysia. They are located in Sepang
which is forty-five kilometres away from the Kuala Lumpur City
Centre. KLIA is the busiest airport in Malaysia .KLIA caters to
Malaysia Airlines, Mas Kargo, Air Asia, Air Asia X, Malindo Air
and many foreign airlines. From humble two and three storey
shops, Malaysia has many famous malls today. Most of them
are in Kuala Lumpur. The most famous are the Pavilion, Suria
KLCC and Mid Valley Mega Mall. The country also
manufactures its own national cars, like Proton Saga, the
Perodua and Naza. Malaysia is a haven for food as it is the
melting pot of so many races. The Chinese especially the
Nyonyas, Malays, Indians and the East Malaysians have
contributed to a fusion of foods. The Malaysian food is often
featured on television.

We have had six prime ministers from 1957 until now. We had
Tunku Abdul Rahman Al Haj, Tun Abdul Razak Hussein, Tun
Hussein Onn, Tun Dr. Mahathir, Tun Abdullah Ahmad Badawi
and Datuk Seri Najib Razak. In my opinion Tun Dr. Mahathir
was the best prime minister.

Malaysia can be proud of its education as it boasts many
national schools which offer free education. The country’s
education is based on the British system. After Malaysia’s
independence the country has private schools and international
schools for those who can afford. Malaysia is a rich natural
source of rubber, tin ore, palm oil, petroleum gas and timber.
These provide many jobs and foreigners are also brought in to
fill in vacancies in the construction sector. So as can be seen
Malaysia has made a lot of progress like improving the
livelihood of its citizens. Various industries have been set up to
provide jobs for the population. Industries like the production of
cars, cement, steel, shoes, fabric, rubber products etc.

Malaysia has fourteen states which are Selangor, Johor,
Penang, Perak, Terengganu, Kelantan, Pahang, Negeri
Sembilan, Kedah, Malacca, Perlis, Sabah and Sarawak.
Malaysia’s capital city is Kuala Lumpur.

Our main roads that were once narrow and bumpy have now
become multi-lane highways and are well cemented. There are
bungalows and semi-detached houses built instead of small
little village houses. Most of the people own their own homes.

In Malaysia we can find some famous buildings. The most
popular building that most tourists visit is the Petronas Twin
Towers. The twin towers are eighty-eight storeys high with five
basement floors. The two towers are linked by a sky-bridge.

Malaysia has many places of attraction like, Zoo Negara, Bird
Park, Penang Beach, Jonker Street etc.

The Malaysian flag is similar to the United States flag, except
it has a moon and a fourteen pointed star. The fourteen stripes
represent Malaysia’s fourteen states, the crescent moon and
the pointed star represents the national religion, Islam.

Some popular old buildings are the railway station and Fort
Cornwall is in Malacca. These are the pride of all Malaysians
as well as of the nation.

Malaysia has constructed two long bridges to connect Penang’s
Mainland and Penang Island together. So now, we drive our
cars on the bridge instead of taking the ferry. The same has
been in the south to make travel easier to Singapore. All these
were only possible after independence of Malaysia.
Long live Malaysia!!!
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The strong Malay, Chinese, Indian, Nyonya, ‘Orang
Asal’ or Indigenous people’s culture brought tourists
by the droves. The fusion found in our cuisine
excited the taste buds of our visitors. The politeness
and hospitality of Malaysians charmed those came
from the west and east. Tourism succeeded in uniting
Malaysians to achieve a harmony and success.
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NURSURAIYA ZAHIRAH BINTI MOHD
SALLEH CHE NANI BINTI CHE HAT
SMK DATUK HAJI ABDUL KADIR, PULAU PINANG
Supervised by Yip Kim Ean Racaza

The concept of nation building in Malaysia aspires to
strengthen relationships among different ethnic
groups and races and ensure Malaysians is united.
As we can see, the implementation of nation building
projects in the different sectors of the economy has
played an important role in unifying the people and
the nation.

58 YEARS OF MALAYSIA PERPETUATING
NATIONAL UNITY
Since Independence Day, Malaysia has come a long way building and
moulding our country to what she is today. Through history we learned
that the British tried to rule us through segregation and events of May
13th 1969 taught us that unity is the key to harmony and development.
Thus Malaysians strived to achieve peace, harmony, development and
success through her strongest asset, her people.
Malaysia realised to achieve her dreams of becoming a developed
nation by the year 2020, she needs to have a population of educated
and rational thinking citizens. To achieve this, the Malaysian
government made it compulsory for all Malaysians to go to school. At
the same time Malaysia would increase literacy among her people.
The Malay Language and English were made the main medium of
education in schools, and this helped Malaysians become bilingual
and trilingual speakers. Mastery of languages opened doors to new
ideas and concept and through this Malaysians opened their minds to
modernization and innovation. ‘Cluster Schools’ and ‘Vision Schools’
further brought the rich and poor, the rural and the urban together
irrespective of race or religion. We managed to strengthen our national
unity through education.
Malaysia also needed to her people to be stable economically so that
they will live comfortably and harmoniously. The government under the
leadership of Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, diversified the nation’s
economy. We became exporters of manufacturing products instead of
importers. Industrial towns boomed from Perlis to Johor, to Sabah and
Sarawak and factories employed employees of all races, from the
urban areas to the rural areas. Segregation by race encouraged by the
British dissolved as people worked together hand in hand to produce
Malaysian cars, Malaysian food products, Malaysian clothes and
Malaysian electronic gadgets.
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In the agricultural sector, we went ‘high –tech’ encouraging
trained and tertiary level educated farmers to turn Malaysia
into a world producer of rubber, palm oil, cocoa, fruits,
vegetables and pepper. Under the leadership of Tun
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, Malaysians heeded the call to
‘Go Green’ and we produced our own fruits and
vegetables, which helped to reduce our expenses on
import of our food. This move helped us save money as
well as encouraged unity through a common goal.
Then tourism came in the 1980s. The richness of our
culture, the friendliness and smiling faces of our people,
the uniqueness of flora and fauna attracted people from
near and far.
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NURUL QAMARINA BINTI MOHD
ROSLI SHARIFAH AIMI NAJWA
BINTI SYED AZLAN
SMK DATUK HAJI ABDUL KADIR, PULAU PINANG
Supervised by Yip Kim Ean

MALAYSIA, 58 YEARS OF UNITY

Nowadays, teenagers tend to take our country for granted. Some of
my teenage friends do not care much about our country, but I do.
Malaysian is such a wonderful place to live in, and I am proud of my
country. Malaysia holds irresistible attractions to the lots of tourist,
so how can anyone not love this country which has such richness in
its beautiful sandy white beaches, amazing rain forest, rare flora
and fauna, famous buildings and unique culture?
Malaysia is a land rich in natural resources. There are many types of
natural resources such as petroleum, natural gases, chalk, gold and
bauxite. In the forest is the valuable and sought after timber, the hard
wood like ‘cengal’ and agarwood. In our seas, we have our rich marine
life that sustains our live and attracts tourists from afar.
Malaysia is also known as an agricultural country. Some of our
agricultural produce is rubber, palm oil, sugar cane and cocoa.
Malaysia produces about half of the world’s oil palm, and we are
ranked third in rubber production and ranks fourth in cocoa production.
These are what make Malaysia well known for her agricultural
success.
However, into the new millennium, Malaysia is known more as an
industrial nation. Our government has established several industrial
zones for investors, both local and foreign, to invest. This policy has
helped Malaysia to improve our economy and bring it at par to many
advanced developing nations. Malaysians are working hard together
so that we will achieve our vision of being a developed nation by the
year 2020.
Malaysia is also known as a peaceful nation. Looking into our country’s
history, we can see that even independence from the British was
attained through negotiation and peaceful means. This is because it is
in our culture to settled things through peace and to work in harmony.
Malaysia is famous for her unique culture, a potpourri of cultures
from the east and west. We celebrate our festivals with traditional
games, music, dances and food from each race and ethnic group that
makes up Malaysia. On auspicious occasions we display ‘silat’, a
Malay martial art, lion dance and dragon dance.
We eat ‘muruku’, a traditional Indian cake, during Diwali, Chinese
New and Raya celebrations. We give money packets as gifts or ‘ang
pow’ during these occasions in red, green and yellow packets for good
luck. Our culture is a real ‘melting pot’ of sorts and it is the work of
more than 58 years of living and working together in Malaysia.
Malaysia has a great vision formed by Tun Mahathir bin Mohammad.
Vision 2020 has driven Malaysians from all walks of life to strive hard
to achieve the status of a developed nation. Advancing in science and
technology, changing minds and attitudes and working with a goal and
vision has helped us reach our target.
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NURUL QAMARINA BINTI
MOHD ROSLI SHARIFAH AIMI
NAJWA BINTI SYED AZLAN
SMK DATUK HAJI ABDUL KADIR, PULAU
PINANG “Supervised by Yip Kim Ean”

MALAYSIA, 58 YEARS OF UNITY

“Malaysia truly Asia.” That phrase has become greatly popular
throughout the world, but what is it that really makes Malaysia
the country that it currently is. Is it the food? The landmarks? Our
language? Or our fashion. Frankly I believe that all of these
factors make up the country that we all now know and love
Malaysia is one of the most diverse countries in the world with
clothe styles ranging from the ‘chiong sam’ to the ‘baju kebaya’,
and the women who bore these fineries were no less stunning.
People from across the globe would come to the miniscule
country in South East Asia to witness what we had to offer, our
food, our diversity, our culture, and our people. With a tropical
climate and good food throughout the year, Malaysia was a place
many could only wish to call home. And although our country has
been seized by the hands of the British and Japanese alike, their
influences have not affected our love for our traditional ways.
During my yonger days, I discovered that my grandmother,
although a chinese woman, had a great collection of many
Chinese, Malay, Indian and Bornean clothing. My grandfather
took notice of my discovery and told me a story about how the
fashion in Malaysia came to be.
Some time ago in the mid-20th century, there lived three
princesses, Yun Er, Hana, and Anaya, whom were all of great
beauty and grace. All three princesses were brought up with a
silver spoon and had no other regard for anything else but
fashion; all three would always try to dress a step greater over
one another. Come a few years later, the island of Borneo soon
joined Malaya to become an independent country. Two other
princesses from the tribes of Iban and Kadazandusun became
familiar with the three princesses and their friendship/rivalry. All
5 princesses soon became each other’s confidants, continuously
striving to best each other with the clothes they wore on their
backs. The story ended with much more drama than one needs
to know, but I will tell you this, it ended with the five of them
breaking apart due to the British colonisation and reuniting due
to something called the ‘Rukunegara’. It has now been a decade
since my grandfather last told me that story, and although I know
now that it is nothing more than a children’s fable, it did hold
certain merits which I still carry in the heavy heart to this day. A
few days ago, I recalled this little fable which my grandfather
shared with me. It was a childish story of sorts but it did contain
certain lovable properties, thus I decided to revamp it in ways
which I think would crack a smile on my grandfather’s wrinkled
face. “Two generation ago from my lifetime, there were three young
women named, Yi Jing, Azlina, and Anaya. Each of them had
connections with the British government whom had invaded and
situated themselves in the country of Malaya. Upon taking a stroll
down a popular street in Malaya, a British governor, decided that
he has not witnessed all of which Malaya had to offer.

22

Thus, he called upon the three young women to prepare a
Malayan feast for him and a few colleagues. The girls agreed.
In no more than two days, they had prepared a feast for the
governors. All three of the girls wore their own respective
traditional dress, bringing out the dishes. The dishes ranged
from ‘Chicken Rendang to Hokkien Mee to Chicken Masala and
Briyani rice, all of which was served in tin tableware. The dishes
filled the room with a aroma which drew out the saliva from the
governors’ mouths. Everything one could imagine when
thinking of Malaya was in that one room. The governors were
both surprised and greatly pleased with the feast. The night
ended in great success.
In 1957, the British decided to withdraw its position from Malaya
allowing it to become independent. And not long after 1962, the
further devised a plan known as the Cobbold Comission which
opened a proposition for Borneo among many other colonised
countries to join Malaya in gaining independence. With the
British no longer in rule and the nation finally whole, the country
has flourished with the three women (and two others whom are
slowly getting closer to them) becoming close companions, so
close to the fact that you could say that they were held together
in a band of rubber. However, even with their close friendship,
there were still some ups and downs with a dispute forming
between Yi Jing and Azlina in 1969. Thankfully, they settled
that dispute soon not long after. This incident proved that
Malaysia’s racial balance and stability was fragile. The country
sought ways to foster unity among the various races in its
diverse land. With the ‘Rukunegara’ was constituted in 1970,
which had the people preach that “they would work to achieve
an improved unity amongst the whole of the society.”
Thus every year, the three girls would come together and
celebrate during occasions such as Chinese New Year,
Deepavali, and the upcoming Hari Raya. They would never see
their race or religion as a barrier or threat, but rather as
something that brought them together with its diversity. They
could not be prouder to be able to call themselves Malaysian
and would not let their unique identity and national pride fade.
Each and every one of them plays an important role in building
their nation. They knew that their children and children after
them would precede their legacy and weave the strands of their
country and further improve upon their society.”
Frankly, I’m proud to call myself Malaysian with me and my
friends going to Chinese coffee shops and ‘mamak’ after
school, speaking ‘Manglish’ (Malaysian English) to each other.
There is practically nowhere else where you can experience
such a diverse culture all in one place, which is exactly why I
simply love being in Malaysia
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A SENSE OF UNITY

Have you ever wondered what this country was like over 60
years ago, in a time when it was just another British colony? If
you have, you would see the stark contrast in our nation’s
condition before and after Merdeka. So, how did this particular
point in history bestow upon us a thriving independent nation to
call home? Although our independence came with many
benefits, it is my belief that we couldn’t have put this place on the
map without one of its most crucial blessings: a sense of unity.
Independence had a powerful effect on Malaysia. It was only
after the end of its colonial era that this nation began to see any
significant change in its socioeconomic and political structures.
So... what changed? The way I see it, Malaysia was a country so
used to being built by others (the Portuguese, the British, etc.)
that it had no idea how to build itself. The concept of forging its
own path was as foreign and foreboding to it as its former rulers.
With only itself to rely on, and by extension, all its citizens, it was
a time when we could only find our way forward together. It is
perhaps out of necessity that we as a nation had to learn to work
together, and in a broader sense, unite.
Unity is a broad and sometimes tricky term to define, but if
someone asked what it means to me, I would say this: there will
always be those who wish to fit in, and those who wish to be
different. And then there are those who know that you can be
part of a greater whole and still be unique. To be unified is to be
accepting of others no matter our differences. Yet there are those
who say that being tolerant is enough. In my mind, tolerance is
accepting something not because you like it, but because you
don’t have a choice. Acceptance to me is the positive embrace
of something, and the knowledge that those you accept will
embrace you in kind.
We have adopted many values since Merdeka, such as loyalty,
humility and a culture of excellence (just some of the principles
listed by 1Malaysia). Yet despite their prevalence, few people
realize that they might not even be present without a major facet
of our unity: cooperation. In any group of individuals, be it as
small as a company or as large as a country, you will see people
of different races and religions putting their differences aside to
work towards common goals. Without the ability to see past small
differences like ethnicity and belief, we could never be loyal or
humble to one another. Without our unity and the values that
stem from it, there would be no culture of excellence.
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I think it’s fair to say that we have done well so far in coming
together as a nation. Even so, I still think there is room for
improvement when it comes to our national unity. There are still
a great many things we could do to make each other feel more
welcome; for example, we could invite those of other faiths to
our own festivities. There was once a time when it wasn’t
uncommon to invite a Hindu for Hari Raya or a Muslim for
Diwali. Bringing back this tradition would help bridge the gap
between people of different cultures, showing each group that
the other doesn’t come from such a different world after all.
Beyond that, we could also focus on amending certain laws and
policies to make everyone welcome. After all, the first step to
being welcome is feeling welcome.
Over time, unity has become one of the most ingrained values
in our society. The warm smiles we receive from total strangers
like the barista serving our coffee or the store cashier handling
our payment are all proof of that. The personal examples I can
list are numerous – I myself am of mixed race, born of a
Chinese mother and an Indian father. In school, I befriended a
cast of colourful characters across the different races. And on
top of all that, my best friend, who’s been an absolute pleasure
to spend time with these past five years, is Malay.
Going forward, we should all do our part to maintain this central
tenet of society responsible for decades of peace and
prosperity, so that we may continue to enjoy those privileges
for decades to come. We must strive to unite even the most
opposed of communities under one common goal, one that we
all can and need to agree on. After all, if it takes a village to
raise a child, how many villages does it take to raise a nation?
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BFF MALAYSIA WAY ALL THE WAY

During the 1957s August 31, Malaysia had found their
Independence on that particular date. The country gained its
independence from British colonization forming what we know
of today as Malaysia. Hence, 31st August is a National Public
Holiday in Malaysia to commemorate and celebrate the
freedom and independence gained. The Federation of Malaya
existed from 31st January -16th September 1963, the
combination of states that firmly made up the federation of
Malaya is currently known as Peninsular Malaysia. On that
particular day Malaysia had united together to form one strong
nation and help other people .The people of Malaysia is further
maintaining unity among the people for the country to remain
in peace and harmony. Lastly positive feedback from the
people of Malaysia of all races will strengthen national
integration.
Long time ago in a faraway village, lived three best friends from
three different races in Malaysia, Fitri was Malay, Chong was
Chinese and Maya was Tamil. They were all born in the same
year which was the 1960s, and they all attended the same
school. They loved to study about different religions such as
Islam, Buddhism or Hindu, most importantly they learned about
moral support and how to help and respect others through the
teachings of their respective religion. The three friends did a lot
of interesting activities in school, the school they went they had
to sing the Malaysian national anthem which was called
“Negaraku” every morning to show respect for their country.
They even attended programs such as Boy Scout or girl scouts
which teached them new things and how they bond with
different people with different races. It also teached them about
unity and how people should unite in Malaysia to help one
another. They even remembered the trip that they went
with the three families to Mount Kinabalu; it is located in the
east Malaysian state of Sabah. They had a very great time of
bonding with the families and learnt about the families’ way of
living since they were all three different races.
When the three friends were young they knew everyone in the
village they lived with and the would gather every evening to
play their favourite sport which was badminton. On one
particular day the three friends also went to watch the
badminton Thomas Cup in 1992 where Malaysia won against
Indonesia. Malaysia has won the cup five times and they were
very proud of their country, and were very thrilled that they got
to watch the match. They saw the happiness and joy in the
faces of the Malaysian people when they had won the Thomas
Cup and how the whole country supported the badminton
players. The most common festivals celebrated in Malaysia are
Hari Raya, Chinese New Year and Deepavali.
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Since Malaysia has the most public holidays in the world,
during the Raya holidays, Fitri decided to invite his two friends
for Hari Raya gathering he had in his village, which was also
called the Feast of Breaking the fast. He wore the traditional
Malaysian cloth called the “Baju Melayu”for boys and “Baju
Kurung” for girls; the three friends ate the traditional food of
Malaysia called the Nasi Lemak and drank Teh Tarik which
was a famous drink in Malaysia. They enjoyed the festival very
much; they lighted up fireworks and made it an amazing day
for them.
Today the three friends still share their memories they had
during their childhood. They had a lot of fun hanging out
together and going to the same school. They learned a lot
about unity during their childhood and how they should
seek to help others when needed and how Malaysia with
different races bond together very quickly through moral
support.
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CHILDHOOD MEMORIES - THE BOND
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My father was in the army, so my family had to constantly move
to new areas every few years. I was the only child and the
frequent moving left me very little chance to make friends with
kids my age in that areas. So, when my father said that we would
finally settle in at Kampung Bakti in Selangor, I was thrilled
because I can finally live in one place, make real friends and
never move again. However, making friends is not as easy as it
sounds. I was a shy kid and a bit timid. This caused a barrier
between me and the kids at the village. My father would always
push me to go out and mingle with them. I still remember his
words then, “Friends to everyone, enemies to none. Remember
that, my son.” Yes, I wanted friends because I was jealous of
seeing everyone playing together and laughing with their peers.
I, too, wanted to play hide and seek with them and I too, wanted
to join their so-called “cooking games”, “policeman and thief”
and all those silly games kids usually do. Everyday, I would sit
on the stairs outside my house, watching the kids my age
playing and running cheerfully. No one asked me to join them
and I was just too shy to ask. So most of the time, I just sat there
on the stairs, staring at them, laughing silently at their antics,
wishing so hard to be with them, yet sittng alone and feel every
bit like a loner. One fine day, while sitting on the stair and again
staring at those kids playing in front of my house, out of
nowhere it seem, an Indian boy and a Chinese boy started a
conversation with me. “Hey you over there, don’t just sit there.
Help us make guns out of these woods.” said the Indian boy. I
was startled. “Yeah, yes you”. The Chinese boy pointed to me.
“You can’t expect just the two of us to make them”, added Chan.
As puzzled as I was, I joined them. Later, I got to know the Indian
boy’s name was Muthu and the Chinese was Chan. We hardly
talked while making the guns. We worked diligently at producing
three not so nicely crafted but working wood guns. That was the
beginning of our friendship. Later, we had many fun and glorious
times using the guns to shoot other kids with rubber seeds. We
were often scolded by our parents doing that, but boy, we really
didn’t care. It sure was fun. Being friends with Muthu and Chan
was not only fun but amusing as well. We were like the “The
Three Musketeers” or probably nearer to being “The Three
Stooges”, as what our parents usually called us. We did almost
everything together and we were unbreakable then. Of course
we have our ups and downs but we would always quickly patch
things up. There was no conciousness of being from three
different races, rather it was just three boys, growing up together
and being best friends to each other. One time, Muthu lost his
slippers while playing ‘police and thieves’. Chan and I gave him
one of our slippers. I gave him my right slipper, Chan gave him
his left slipper. Then we fastened our unslippered legs to
Muthu’s and walked together like a silly centipede. It was
awkward but we did not mind. On the 31th of August 1980, our
fathers brought us to Dataran Merdeka to watch the
Independence Day celebrations. We were so amazed by the
overwhelming crowds. When the clock struck midnight,

we joined the crowds yelling “MERDEKA! MERDEKA!
MERDEKA!”. After that, we hugged each other. It was such a
fascinating time and a humbling experience for the three of us.
We, of different races, celebrating Malaysia Independence
Day as brothers. After staying about 9 years at Kampung
Bakti, my family had to move again and this time to Kuala
Lumpur. My father inherited a business from an uncle who was
childless and had passed away. I wished whole heartedly I
didn’t have to move but wishes aren’t command and changes
are a constant in life. Muthu and Chan made me swear never
to lose contact with them and to not mingle with those
snobbish city boys. They even asked me to sign a written
agreement on paper. So silly of them. As if I can forget my
two brothers. It was a silent but teary parting for all of us. Years
have gone by after we settled in Kuala Lumpur. The city was
totally different from the village. On the early days, I
remembered how much I wanted to move back to the village
because the city was too harsh for me. It was too loud and felt
considerably dirty in my opinion compared to my peaceful
village, Kampung Bakti. Most of all, I longed to be with Muthu
and Chan, my buddies, my childhood friends. Tears dried up,
longing suppress, life goes on. Despite ardent promises and
the best of intention, after a few years, I lost contact with Chan
and Muthu and never heard anything from them again. A
quotation: “Out of touch, out of mind” seem to have summed
up the situation rightfully. On the 31st of August 2010, I went
to watch my daughter, Sarah’s cultural dance performance
with her school in the Kuala Lumpur Petronas Twin Towers.
Little did I know that fate was about to give me a surprise gift.
After her school’s performance, I went to see my daughter
backstage. I was overjoyed to see Sarah hanging out with her
multi-racial friends. Seeing them made me reminisce my own
memories being with Muthu and Chan. Suddenly, I felt a soft
pat on my shoulder. I turned around and saw two really familiar
faces. “Are you guys real?”, those were the first words that
came out of my mouth. “Gosh, is that how you greet your long
lost brothers?” they said and laughed. “Have you forgotten us?
It’s Chan and Muthu.” I quickly hugged them and cried tears of
joy. I was reunited with my missing stooges and my
musketeers. “I missed you guys so much!” I said while clearing
my tears with the sleeve of my shirt. It has been 30 years since
we last saw each other. As it turns out, both Muthu and Chan
actually moved to Kuala Lumpur to pursue their studies and
finally settled down in Kuala Lumpur. We actually lived near
each other and as luck would have had it, our daughters
actually are best of friends in the same school. “Fate really
has its way of surprising people” said Muthu. “I couldn’t agree
more.” Chan added. I nodded in acknowlegement. We then
made our ways to meet our families together while chatting
and laughing cheerfully, with my hands on their shoulders,
theirs on mine. Black over white, white over brown together.
We are Malaysian, we are brothers.
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FINDING MY ROOTS

The plane touched down at KLIA. I was in a daze as I stepped
out of the plane and into the airport. I finally snapped awake
when we stepped into a taxi. I stared out the window at the lush
green scenery that sped past us. I knew that Malaysia was going
to be way more different than London.
The very next day, my mother woke me up early. She handed
me my uniform and told me to get ready for school. I examined
the uniform. No starched collar, no tie, no knee-high socks. Just
a casual school-shirt and green skirt. When I finally dressed up,
I stared at myself in the mirror hanging on the wall. I suddenly
started to feel very nervous.
On my way to school, my mother tried to calm my nerves by
giving me some sort of clumsy comfort. Even so, it made me
feel way
more nervous. I finally reached the school and was wowed by
the sight of it. It was three times the size of my old school in
London, and way more colorful. Flags of many different
countries hung on the walls, strung together. Even the stairs
were brightly-colored. I stepped into my class. There were
Malay, Chinese, Indian, and even Japanese students there.
The class teacher, Mr. Jones, introduced me to the class
enthusiastically, and gestured to a seat. A friendly-looking Malay
girl leaned over to me and held out her hand. “My name is Nayli.
You have a nice name, you know, Nicole Lee. Has a nice ring
to it.” I shook her hand, and she smiled. “Quite catchy, don’t you
think?” Nayli gestured to an Indian girl sitting next to her. “Nicole,
this is Nishaly. She is an Indian immigrate from Sri Lanka.”
I smiled at Nishaly, and she smiled back. “Nice to meet you.” I
started.
“Nice to meet you too, Nicole! I shall introduce you to some of
the other girls later. You’re Chinese, right?” I nodded my head.
“I should tell the other Chinese girls about you! They’d be
delighted to have you around.” “Actually, I cannot speak
Chinese.” I said. “Oh. Well, what about you hang out with me
and Nayli?”
I agreed. The first lesson was Bahasa Malaysia. I did not
understand a word of it. Luckily, Nayli was there to help. If it was
not for her, I would have just sat there like a block of wood and
not do anything. After that, we had mathematics. I was rather
surprised at the exercises we were given. I did all of them in five
minutes, and everyone was wowed.
The other lessons were just as easy as mathematics.
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Me, Nayli and Nishaly hung out together a lot. Nayli taught me
a lot about Malaysian History, and Nishaly helped me to
memorize our national anthem. The canteen food was
delicious. One day, the Chinese girls in my class suddenly
came up to me and started to talk in Chinese. I felt bewildered,
and told them I could not speak Chinese. They apologized and
walked away. Other than that, everything was great. Before
we knew it, two months had already passed.
One day, Nayli came up with the idea of a “logo” for the three
of us. Nishaly and me drew it. It was three Ns entwined
together. Me, Nayli and Nishaly drew the logo on all of our
property from then on. Month after month, we goofed around
together, studied together, ate together... we did everything
together.
The end-of-year exams are just around the corner. We, the
“Three Ns”, made sure to help each other study and memorize
the things coming up in our papers. Oh, time flies when you
are having fun. Malaysia is a very beautiful place. My friends
are awesome. My mother was right. I was going to like it here
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FREEDOM FIGHTERS

The sun was shining brightly with a slight breeze blowing the trees.
It was like every Saturday morning in the Arfudi household. An old
man was sipping his black coffee he made not too long ago as he
he flips the pages of his newspaper. Hurried footsteps broke his
train of thoughts.
“Morning.” the lanky girl wished and sat on the chair opposite from
the old man. “Good morning, Melissa.” He said with a warm smile
plastered on his face. The girl stared at her grandfather, trying to
get an answer from him. “Don’t tell me you forgot?” She said as she
leans on her chair with her arms crossed.
“Forgot about what?” The old man scratched his head. “You were
supposed to tell me how it was last time, grandpa.” Melissa sighed,
tapping her forefinger against the table waiting for an answer. “ Ah!
Alright. Well, we all know how Malaysia had to go through hardships
to get to where we are today. From dealing with wars and battle of
the races, Malaysia has come a long way.” The man reminiscences
his memories from his time. “Wasn’t Malaysia named Malaya
before?” Melissa intercepts her grandfather as she excitedly waits
for his answer.
“Yes, love. Moving on, Malaysia underwent 3 main wars being
colonised by the Dutch, British and Japanese. Let’s start of with the
Dutch. They colonised Malaysia from 1641 until 1824. The reason
why they colonized is to control the trade in the east and to spread
their religion, Christianity.”
“Unbelievable! 183 years!” Melissa was baffled by the span of
years. “Well, believe it. The Dutch colonized the longest. British, on
the other hand, colonizing in the 18th and 20th century. Malaya at
that time was profitable country due to it being the worlds largest
producer of tin and later rubber.” Melissa interjects once more. “We
get nothing for this?” She huffed. “Of course we do! Although, it was
bad, we benefitted. The British produced better education with its
Cambridge education system. As for the Japanese, they were
decisive.”
“On the 8th of December 1941, they stromed Kota Bahru. Although,
the British force was heavily armed, the Japanese death toll was
high but wave after wave, the Birtish defence weakened.”
“Grandad, did the Japanese sign any treaty to reclaim Malaysia?”
“No, the British retreated and gave parts they colonized to Japan.”
Melissa, engrossed in the conversation said “Wasn’t Japan’s
colonizing one of the most wicked?” The man took a sip of his cold
coffee before continuing “Indeed, it was one of the most horrific
occupation. They brought many Chinese immigrants and treated
them terribly. There was beheading as executions, working
inhumane conditions and civilians scarce of food supply.”
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The granddaughter horrified with the information fiven to her as her
eyes were wide open, not believing it. “How did this war end?”
“Well, the British helped in a way by introducing their military. The
Japanese had to surrender and signed the Malaya surrender
document on 12 September 1945.” The man had glint in his eyes
as he recalls sitting down with his father just like he was with her.
“Is it true that the Chinese and Malay fought?” “Yes, they had a
heated fight during the colonization. 13th May 1969, the Malays
were in rural areas while the Chinese were in the urban areas.
Malays believed in the supremacy of their race while the Chinese
wanted to protect its racial status.
Soldiers were deployed immediately after that and curfews set up
to avoid the racial fights.” Melissa was in awe that her grandfather
remembered every detail of Malaysia’s history. “After all that,
Malaysia to me unified. It’s a meeting pot with its food, cultures and
language.
Malaysia has a deeper understanding on the importance of racial
equality than before. 31st August is the date etched in my mind.
Merdeka! Merdeka! Merdeka! How we all shouted as one. Oh my,
time has flown. Isn’t it time for your class? Look at that, your father
is honking.” A bright lime green convertible was parked at the side
of the graden as a man impatiently awaits his daughter. “Thank
you grandad. I’ll never forget this.” As Melissa stood up, she
grabbed her bag onto her shoulder, her grandfather gave her a
warm hug before saying “When the power of love overcomes the
love of power then the world will know peace. That’s something my
father always said. Take care!” He closed the door, walked back
to his seat and gazes out the window…
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LOVE & UNITY IS ALL THAT MATTER

A long time ago, there was a Chinese lady who lived in a village,
in Penang. Her name was Chia Yee. She worked as a
kindergarten teacher in her village. She is kind and helpful to
everyone who knew her. One day, as she was passing by the
common village trash bin on her way to the market, she
suddenly heard a baby cry. She looked around her but could not
find any baby. She was about to continue on her way when she
heard the cry of a baby again. Chia Yee then decided to look
behind the trash area and to her surprise she saw a little white
bundle in a box. She slowly peeped into the box and suddenly
her heart almost stopped when she saw the cutest baby she
ever laid eyes on. She bent down to pick the baby in her arms
and noticed it is a baby girl. Quickly, she carried the baby home,
cleaned her and wondered what to do next. When the baby
began to cry again, she decided she must be hungry so she
quickly left the baby in her bed and ran to the shop to buy some
milk. Upon reaching home she rushed to feed the baby.
Watching the little one curl her small fingers around her fingers
as she was feeding her, Chia Yee decided that she was going
to keep this baby and care for her. Chia Yee then went over to
her neighbour, Selvi’s house and she told her about the baby.
Selvi agreed that Chia Yee should care for the unwanted child.
Chia Yee mentioned to Selvi that there was a note in the box
with the baby, the note said that the baby’s name is ‘Alia’ and
that whoever cares for her should bring her up as a Muslim.
Chia Yee said she is going to do just that.
Alia was very much loved by her adopted Chinese mother. Chia
Yee made sure Alia lived her life as a Muslim. She would make
sure she fasted during the ‘ramadhan’ month and that she
prayed five times a day. Every morning, Chia Yee would
prepare Alia’s favourite breakfast, ‘nasi lemak’ before she goes
to school. In the evening, she would take Alia to the field at the
village to play traditional games like ‘ting-ting’ and taught her
how to fly kites. Chia Yee even sent Alia to religious classes to
make sure Alia grows up to be a good Muslim.
When Alia was six, she sent Alia to school. Chia Yee also made
sure Alia studied well, for she believed that the only way for Alia
to succeed in life, is through education. When Alia was in Year
6, Alia performed so well, she was offered a place in a boarding
school. It would be difficult for Chia Yee to live without Alia but
she knew, Alia would have a better future if she could obtain
better education in a boarding school in the town.
Alia, continued to do well in school and finally won herself a
scholarship to study in University of Malaya. Alia studied to be
a pharmacist and in university she lived with her Indian, Chinese
and Malay university mates. There, she told her friends the need
for everyone to live in harmony and that love and unity among
Malaysians is of utmost importance. She says she knows best
because her Chinese ‘mother’ has sacrificed so much for her to
be who she is today.
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The day Alia graduated was the happiest day in Chia Yee
and Alia’s life. Watching Alia walk to receive her scroll on
stage, Chia Yee knew she had done the right things all these
years.
Alia later got a job and then secretly bought a new car, a
Proton Inspira, her dream car. Alia drove home one day to
surprise her mother and she would never forget the look on
Chia Yee, her mother’s face when she saw her get out of the
car. Alia then told Chia Yee that was going to take her to
Kuala Lumpur to live with her. Chia Yee was reluctant to
leave her small home and her friends at first but then realised
she was not young anymore and that she now needs
someone to care for her. Chia Yee finally agreed to go with
Alia.
As Alia drove along the highway, she explained to her mother
that the highway was built in 1994, under Tun Dr. Mahathir
Mohamad’s development programme. She also explained
that the Penang Bridge is also the longest bridge in Malaysia
and one of the longest in the world. Alia explained how
Malaysia has advanced so much that now we are
collaborating with other developed countries to build our
own infrastructure. When they reached Kuala Lumpur, she
drove her mother to Putrajaya and showed her mother
the beauty of the buildings and landscape there. She told
her mother, these are Malaysia’s achievements after 58
years of independence and unity.
As Chia Yee sat in Alia’s house, watching Alia prepare her
room in the house, Chia Yee told Alia to sit down and listen
to what she had to say. Chia Yee told Alia she loves her very
much and that she was very happy that Alia accepts her as
her mother even though Alia knows she was adopted. She
says she appreciates Alia’s love and her willingness to care
for her now. Watching the tears roll down her mother’s eyes,
Alia wipes them away and thinks to herself, the love we share
is special. We are of a different race and religion but we love
each other, we respect each other, we sacrifice for each
other. We understand each other and the love and unity we
share is what makes us a family. It is all that matters. We are
indeed Malaysians.
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MALAYSIA - A LAND OF UNITY

58 years ago, there was once a deserted land in Southeast
Asia. The magical break- through of this land started when
the British had segregated the Indians and the Chinese to
work under their kingdom. However these people were
trying to build a nation without utilizing one special
ingredient……UNITY. Finally the people had had enough
and didn’t want to be separated from their loved ones
anymore. They took their stand to create one single united
family. After years of hard work and determination, this
family’s wish was granted and was blessed with liberty and
harmony. To rejoice their conquest of the land, on August
31st, 1957, they declared their independence. This
enchanted family has created their own kingdom and has
grown to be one of the world’s best country and is now
known as Malaysia.
Hence from that day forth, His majesty Tuanku Abdul Halim
(first sultan of Malaysia), showered his humanity on all the
people of his kingdom. He formed his own government in
the same year they gained independence. He ruled his
government with the advice of his federal council of
ministers. As he was the sultan, he had the authority to
change any laws created. After all this, the nation ventured
one step further into development and unity with the FIRST
MALAYSIA PLAN. This agenda depicted the true meaning
of unity because the prospect was to give back the
necessities of a comfortable life to the citizens. They
upgraded their medical facilities as well. But the government
felt short. However they were successful in many other
departments. These departments include Education.
Education has played a big role in uniting people of different
cultures. Our family, thus, has grown even bigger. With the
power of education, our family has learned how to live
together as one. Citizens have always been one with unity
and have lived by the motto “BERSEKUTU BERTAMNAH
MUTU” which means “UNITY IS STRENGHT”.
The people soon found out about the beauty of their land
and discovered all the magical ingredients that were hidden
all around to make a perfect nation. They came to
know about how blessed their land. They also discovered a
fruit, which we’re now able to call our pride, the Durian fruit.
As our forefathers discovered their mystical land and dug
deeper, they fought hard to stay strong as one. Now
because of our forefather’s determination to stick together,
we are now able to call Malaysia a multi-cultural country.
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This magical land is filled with beauty. It is filled with
tropical rainforests, islands, beaches and many more
beautiful and adventurous places to visit, which is the
main key to tourist magnetism. Malaysia is ranked 9th for
tourist arrival.
As the proverb says, “Live as if you were to die tomorrow.
Learn as you were to live forever.” The people believed
this from the bottom of their heart. They knew that
education is the backbone of success. Education is one
of the major industries in Malaysia now, aside from
tourism and resources. It is overseen by the Minster of
education. In 2013, the National Education Blueprint
was released, which covered the education of the
Malaysian.
Malaysia is one of the best country in the world not only
because of the 58 years of hard work but also because of
the 58 years of unity. Now, in today’s date, Malaysia has
23
million people and in a multi-ethnic country. There are
people of different races- Malay, Chinese, Indians,
Eurasians, etc. and different religions- Muslim, Hindu,
Christen, Buddhist, etc. as well. Despite of being of
different races and religions, they never differentiated
themselves from each-other. They supported each other
in the hard times and rejoiced ever victory together and
they still do.
It is said that, “Happiness rarely keeps company with an
empty stomach”, well, that’s true. If there’s one thing
Malaysia is certain about, it’s the passion for food. As
Malaysia is a multi-ethnic country, this means that there
are foods from different culture. The traditional food in
Malaysia is the ‘Nasi Lemak”. Nowadays although, the
people access to foreign dishes, Malaysian dishes can
still be found everywhere. Wherever you go in Malaysia,
rice is a fundamental necessity in every traditional dish.
The foods in Malaysia reflects the multi-ethnic makeup of
its population.
As we can all see, our prestigious land, Malaysia, has
come a long way from just existing in the wild. Our
togetherness and unity for 58 years had pulled us through
the hardships and come out as warriors. We know that
our country is going to be one of the leading country in the
world and we are proud to be called as Malaysians. As
Malaysia continues to surprise the globe and undergoes
constant development, there’s one thing that won’t ever
change: UNITY.
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MALAYSIA – GEM OF ASIA

Malaysia is a country unlike any other: Full of promise. Its
history, cultural and religious diversity make it a rich, compelling
and surprising land.”
- Tariq Ramadan
I was five years old when I moved to Malaysia from India.
Enchanted by a whole new world, everything I saw seemed
magical. But at the same time, I was also afraid of what this new
land of promise had to offer me. Being a little girl who had
suddenly been yanked out of familiarity and thrust into a new
life with new and unfamiliar people, I didn’t know what to expect
from Malaysia. Everything seemed so different. For a second, I
thought I would never get used to this place. A thirteen year-old
now, I think back to how I felt my first day in this beautiful nation
and I laugh to myself because now I would tell you that there is
no place like home and that home is Malaysia.
Coming from a land rich in music, dance and a variety of ethnic
cultures, Malaysia seemed like an impossible fit for me. What
was I to relate to? What did this country have that would make
me fall in love with it? Little did I know that the answer to my
question was everything. From the food, to the people to the
variety of culture and the acceptance of all cultures, Malaysia
has a habit of making anybody feel at home. As a native Indian,
it was easy for me to fit in with the Indians of Malaysia but what
really made me feel at home was the way everyone seemed to
belong with each other, regardless of what their race or religious
backgrounds were. I believe that this beautiful characteristic of
Malaysia and its people grew out of the hardships this nation
faced before gaining independence from British rule. I think that
the only reason the forefathers of this nation survived through
the difficulties was because they leaned on each other for
support and developed mutual respect for each other that
translated into the formation of such a wonderful nation that
practiced being multicultural with pride.
Although there are many mediums that have translated national
pride and patriotism, the medium of song and dance, in my
opinion has been the one that affected me the most. Every time
I listen to a Malaysian patriotic song or the national anthem, I
feel a sense of pride and love filling my heart. I sing the words
to ‘Negaraku’ or ‘Jalur Gemilang’ with so much love in my heart
for this country and when I look around I see others swelling
with the same pride and love too. During Merdeka or Malaysia
Day celebrations, going to Datarn Merdeka or Stadium Negara
and witnessing the wonderful display of national unity through
music and dance brings so much joy to the nation.
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Everybody, at that moment, is a child of Malaysia; regardless
of their race, religion, and ethnicity and in my case,
nationality. Singing and dancing along, I feel proud to be able
to live in such an amazing country because I know I’m in
paradise.
With all this said and done, I only wish that this feeling of pride
and unity can be felt amongst everybody, every day. The
people of Malaysia only come together with so much love for
each other and their nation during festivities. My observation
is that we only value with we have during festivals and
celebrations like Deepavali, Hari Raya, Chinese New Year
and the national celebrations of Merdeka and Malaysia Day.
Most of the time, we get carried away with life and forget to
love this nation and the people in it. If only we could take more
time away from the craziness that is life and appreciate and
love this beautiful haven, Malaysia will grow in all aspects
making it one of the world’s most leading nations. I hope that
with whatever I do with my life, I will bring progress to this
beautiful nation that welcomed me with open arms, showed
me endless possibilities and made me believe that sky is the
limit.
Malaysia, I love you and I thank you for loving me too…
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MALAYSIA THE UNIQUE,
OUTSTANDING COUNTRY AS WE
TRULY ARE

MERDEKA! MERDEKA!! MERDEKA!!!’ chanted Tunku Abdul
Rahman. Does this phrase sound familiar to you Malaysians??
Yes , it obviously does; and indeed, we say this often in the
month of August ,especially on 31st August , a glorious day
,celebrating it as Malaysia’s independent day . We honor this
special day , as it meant Malaya having finally decided to stand
independently after being governed tightly by the British and
Japanese. The term ‘Malaysia’ only came in existence when
Tunku managed to convince Sabah , Sarawak and Singapore
to join the Malaya union. (Singapore later opted out of the union,
peacefully, determined to stand on its own legs) Counting down
from 1957, Malaysia has gained independence from the British
for 58 years until this date. Malaysia has undergone
tremendous growth and prosperity ,and has arguably made
significant progress in uniting all races.
And shouldn’t we , Malaysians feel proud?? Malaysia was once
upon a time a hidden, unknown, remote peninsula where it is
covered by million acres of dense forest .And right now, it has
greatly advanced to become one of the countries which has
great tolerance between race relations. Malaysia is a multiracial country, which is unique for its myriad of races, culture,
religions, food and the many places of interests. Whether you
are living in the vibrant city of Kuala Lumpur or the relaxing
countryside, you will be able to find a diverse of cultures.
However, these cultures never fail to amaze! AT every turn, your
neighbor will either be a Malay, or the person busy doing their
gardening in front of your house will be a Chinese, and the
person delivering the daily newspaper will be an Indian. The first
people that live in Malaysia were the indigenous tribes, which
were mostly from Sabah and Sarawak .Examples of these tribes
include: Semang (Negrito), Senoi, and Proto Malays (
Aboriginal Malays ) which are the main tribal groups and
consists of 19 other ethnic groups. Followed by the Malays who
settled down during the 18th and 19th centuries ; while the
Chinese and Indian from India and China cultural influences
made their mark when trade began in Malaya. They began to
settle down and gradually increased immigration to Malaya,
trying to look for greener pasture. Other cultures who have also
heavily influenced Malaysia include the Persian, Arabs and
British.
Diversity of races, religions and cultures are significant
characteristics of Malaysia. Malaysia is blessed to be one of the
rarest countries to have a ‘boiling pot of races which are the
three main races: Chinese, Malay and Indian. Malaysia has
many holidays in a year and is said to be one of the country that
has the most holidays because of the amount of festivals we are
obliged to celebrate..
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We celebrate many festivals such as ‘Hari-Raya Aidilfitri ‘by
the Malays, Chinese New Year by the Chinese, Deepavali by
the Indians, and many more. It is the numerous festivals that
we celebrate together with each other every few months, that
pull us in together like a magnet, to unite
We, Malaysians especially love to stay up late at night to watch
football matches in the nearby mamak stalls , accompanied by
the jovial chattering of people from different races, and using
Manglish language of bahasa, mandarin , and tamil to cheer
whenever Malaysia scores a goal. It is unique how we are
sitting down in an Indian restaurant , feasting on the
scrumptious malay food , and using the broken languages of
mixed malay and mandarin , adding the ‘la ‘ everytime when
we end a sentence. It is also unique how we are able to use
the Manglish language which no other country does. Another
example is to go to the wet market. In there, u’ll definitely get
a diverse of items ranging from malay, chinese to Indian and
it is unique to hear the cacophony of bargaining using
manglish language background.
If you are fanatic for food, Malaysia is the right place to visit as
it is a heaven for food. Local dishes mirror malay, chinese, and
indian influences, are famed for being a bit zesty, a bit diverse,
more to spicy, and amazingly mouth-watering. Despite the fact
that we’re different races, we still share and enjoy each other
cultures’ food. With the use of spices, Malaysia has uniquely
created its own type of food which can’t be found in any other
countries. An example is the Nasi lemak. When ‘Nasi Lemak’
is translated in English, it just means ‘fat rice’ Well, maybe it
really is, if u have it for breakfast everyday. It is just a simple
dish that comprises rice made with fragrant coconut cream
and pandan leaves, accompanied by freshly fried anchovies,
a boiled egg, with sambal being the dish’s significant
condiment at the side. It is normally served with a banana leaf
folded into a conical packet. Nasi lemak is our all-time
favourite dish and every Malaysian loves to eat it. Malaysia
does not produce wheat, and all supplies are imported from
other countries. However, we use the wheat to produce a type
of bread called roti canai. It is easily found in the common
mamak stalls and famously regarded as ‘flying bread’.Why is
this so? This is because we go through the process of tossing
and spinning the bread high in the air and finally hit it hard on
the scandling tray to flatten the bread. Traditionally, it is served
with dhal ( a type of curry) as a topping ,which brings out the
scrumptious taste of it.
We are able to live harmoniously, cope with each other, work
together and communicate well despite the fact that we’re from
different races. We are still able to cooperate well and live in
each other’s roof to celebrate different festivals together.
Malaysia is also fortunate as our country is situated away from
major catastrophes. Malaysia is indeed unique.
I love Malaysia.
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MALAYSIA - OUR IDENTITY, OUR
ACHIEVEMENTS

When the British colonised Malaya in the 18th and 19th century,
many changes were brought to Malaya. We must admit that
most of these changes gave the people of Malaya a better life.
New jobs were created, from the building of railways, rubber and
tin industries to jobs in the government offices. The British
brought in Indian and China nationals to work as labourers in
the rubber estates and tin mines, mills and docks. The local
Malays were made to concentrate on agricultural work, namely
in fishing and in the paddy fields. This was the beginning of a
multi-racial and multi – culture society which is the main identity
of Malaysia today. However, the British policy of ‘divide and rule’
was still visible.
In 1957 Malaya gained her independence, and in 1963 a new
Malaysia was born. Malaysians for the first time faced new
challenges and our new local government diversified our
economy. Major changes came in the 1970s with the focus on
building new townships and infrastructure to cater for the
development of our manufacturing sector. New industrial towns
such as Perai and Bayan Lepas in Penang and Petaling Jaya in
Selangor grew and developed into important towns. Later
Tanjung Gelang, Mergong, and Tikam Batu grew into new
towns. Diversifying the Malaysian economy after Independence
brought in foreign investment and more and more jobs were
created, increasing labour demand. Malaysians suddenly found
themselves working in factories and not just in the primary
industries or government sector. Unemployment rate fell and
Malaysians found themselves enjoying better pay and better
lives. More importantly, the factories managed to engage
Malaysians of all races into its system, and the margins that we
created by the British policy of ‘divive and rule’ were erased.
We then discovered oil in our shores in the 1960s and Petronas
was formed. Our ‘black gold’ brought in further riches to
Malaysians. Suddenly, sleepy towns like Miri and Lutong in
Sarawak, Kerteh and Kuala Terengganu blossomed into major
towns and the inhabitants in the formerly remote and underdeveloped areas enjoyed modern facilities and higher standard
of living that came with development.
We then saw the growth of Malaysian technology when Proton
was born in the 1980s. Malaysian children on the streets would
point out with glee at the sight of every Proton Saga which
passed by. Proton cars became the Malaysian icon and identity
of Malaysians. Malaysians who travelled abroad would smile
with pride when they sported a Proton car in Australia,
Singapore or United Kingdom, our biggest importer. With good
governance and good education, Malaysians were able to build
a nation well known for its architecture and sky- scrappers. The
symbol of Malaysia stands in the ‘Twin Towers’, which is awed
by many local and foreign visitors. This is another symbol of our
success in development and our ability to work together.
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Transportation from the slow trunk roads, mail trains and
‘sampans’ progressed into the Penang Bridge (1st and 2nd
bridge), North - South Highways which connects Johor to Perlis,
Karak Highway connects Pahang to Perak, Johor Causeway has
brought our neighbour, Singapore closer to us and now the
Electric Train Service (ETS) will shorten travelling time from the
north to the south. With efficient transportation, we saw more
tourists, more jobs and more progress. We also saw more
integration among her people and greater unity was achieved. We
have come a long way from 1957, and after 58 years, Malaysian
has progressed from an under-develop agricultural country to a
successful developing industrial country. Malaysians, as a whole,
are very proud of their identity. We are a country that is home to
different people coming from different races. The Malays are the
more prominent race thus Bahasa Melayu is our national
language. Together with the indigenous tribes or ‘orang asal’ they
make up the ‘bumiputera’ in Malaysia. The Chinese, Indians,
Portugese, Eurasian join in the melting pot to form the multi- race
and multi – culture Malaysia.
Our Malaysian identity is found in our cross-culture. Almost all
Malaysians begin their day with breakfast which may comprise of
‘nasi lemak’ (Malay), ‘roti canai’ (Indian) or ‘pau’ (Chinese). ‘Nasi
Kandar’ (Indian) is a must for any visitor to Malaysia, especially
when one is in Penang. ‘Kopitiam’ or our local coffee shop, is
another Malaysian identity found in every town and Malaysians
have even taken this popular Malaysian hang-out place to
Melbourne and Sydney, where Malaysians have started
businesses there to share the Malaysian culture and cuisine. It is
common for a Malaysian of Indian or Malay decent in Penang,
Kuala Lumpur or Ipoh to speak Hokkien or Cantonese and all
Malaysians speak Malay, of course. Some Malays and Chinese
Malaysians even speak Hindi or Tamil, which they probably picked
up from their neighbours, colleagues or peers. As Malay and
English language is the medium of instruction in schools and is
widely spoken in Malaysia, many Malaysians are bilingual or even

trilingual.
Our lives are inter-twinned; our culture weaved into one common
basket. We celebrate festivals like Eid Mubarak, Chinese Lunar
New Year and Diwali with the ‘open-house’ concept, where friends
are welcomed into homes of people who celebrate the festivals.
Traditions are abundant with many different dances, costumes
and art forms. It would not be surprising to see a Chinese
Malaysian lady wear a ‘sari’ or an Indian Malaysian lady wear a
‘baju kebaya’ or ‘baju kurung’. The people of Malaysia share and
embrace each other’s culture with open arms. Today, we are
known as just Malaysians. We are known for our friendliness to
visitors, our welcoming smiles, our readiness to help those in
need, and willingness to accept. With so many different ethnic
groups, religions and languages, Malaysia is a potpourri of
cultures and this is what makes us truly Malaysians. After 58
years, we have succeeded in achieving unity in diversity.
WE ARE MALAYSIANS. WE WILL ALWAYS BE MALAYSIANS!
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RACIAL UNITY, THE PILLAR OF
MALAYSIA

Malaysia is situated in Southeast part of Asia. Malaysia is
divided into two parts East Malaysia and Peninsular Malaysia.
Malaysia has thirteen states and its total land area is 329,847
square kilometer. With my experience of living in Malaysia I
think this country is a heaven of peace and racial harmony. I like
to say that Malaysia has been able to achieve the goal of
unifying people of different races. Most important things that has
hold on all the races as one are Equality of all races, the
tradition, Multi – Religion, Different Cuisine and culture. In my
opinion religion plays the most important role when it comes to
unity. And yes, we have the freedom to follow our own religion.
Our cooperation towards the races, languages and religions has
made Malaysia a successful country, and we hope that this
cooperation will further reinforce our capacity of building a more
liberal and tolerant society. Let’s have a look at how this multiracial heaven was created, we will also know about its history.
Through the East India Company which established a trading
center in Penang Island British got involved with Malaya in
1786. Sir Stamford Raffles discovered the British settlement in
Singapore in 1819 and by 1830 the British was also able to
capture Malacca. The sultans of the Malaya State accepted the
British Advisers for their own profit. A federation of Negari
Sembilan, Perak, Selangor, and Pehang along with the capital
city Kuala Lumpur was discovered in 1896. For British rubber
plantation and tin mines enormous number of immigrants had
been encouraged from India and China to settle in Malaya for
labor. The British also joined with Dutch and traded Malacca for
Sumatra. A treaty was signed between Dutch and British, the
Dutch handed over their possessions of Malay Peninsula to
British. By 1914 British took control of Malaysia and ruled the
place, the place was known as British Malaya.
British indirectly controlled the local areas and they directly
controlled Sarawak and North Borneo. British made
representative in each kingdoms known as resident. Residents
mostly gave advice for economic and political matters which
was also accepted by the sultans of Malaya. The ethnic groups
division was also encouraged by British. British separated the
Malay and Chinese leaders in Kuala Lumpur. British invested
heavily in Malaya for its rubber and tin production. British ruled
Malaya until 1941 and Japanese overrun Malaya and the war
ended in 1948.
When the World War 2 ended in 1945, the British tried their best
to organize Malaya into one mature state under Tunku Abdul
Rahman. Malayan nationalism was born which opposed
communist. The United Malaya National Organization was
formed in 1946 also known as UMNO. The British removed the
Strait Settlements in 1946. Malaya Peninsula, Melaka and
Penang united together in 1948.
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Some countries became independent for example:
Singapore, North Borneo and Sarawak. Malaya Chinese After
the British reign, in 1957, Tunku Abdul Rahman became the
first president for independent Malaya. In 1961 Malaya was
named as Malaysia. Each and every race played an important
role to make Malaysia stand as one of the developed country.
Chinese handled the commerce and economy. Whereas
Malaysia handles the government and agriculture. This was the
history behind Malaysia and today which leads to most peaceful
country.
Let’s move on to today’s Malaysia. Thousands of people from
around the world come here to stay, visit, tourism, study and even
for business which helped a lot in the countries growth and made
the culture more enriched. They live here in peace and harmony.
They celebrate they own religion and racial cultures
independently.
Malaysian had been practicing the culture of respecting all the
ethnicity and religion for years. Malaysia is officially a Muslim
country. Though I am a Muslim, I would like to say that I personally
respect all the religion over here and so on others. When I talk
about my Buddhist, Christian and Hindu friends, they have their
freedom to celebrate their cultural values and religion without
having any resistance from other religion, in a way this is not
possible in many countries. My friends come and visit my house
during Hari raya and enjoys the food even I visit their places and
love the cuisine and traditional food.
Talking about cuisines and food, I would like to call Malaysia the
“The King of Cuisines”. Malaysia has Indian, Bangladeshi, Napali,
Korean, Japanese, Pakistani, Arabian, Persian and western
Cuisines. All the dishes from each and every cuisine are delicious
in their own ways. The most known Malaysian Food is Nasi lemak,
Nasi Ayam etc. And traditional food’s which are only cooked during
the festivals are finger licking good. My love for all these food
grows every time I taste them.
Let’s move on to festivals. Festivals unite all the people in
Malaysia. Different festivals are celebrated and everyone enjoys it
to the end. The most commonly celebrated festivals are Hari Raya,
The Chinese New Year, Deepavali, Thaipusam, Kite Festival and
Wasek Day. These festivals had been introduced to this country
from different races as it’s a multi-racial country. Malaysia still
welcomes different races and allows them to live peacefully.
Currently Malaysia consists of 50.1% of Malay, 22.6% Chinese,
11.8% Indigenous, 6.7% India, 8.8% others. Still we live peacefully
together and we also share our culture with each other. The races
has made Malaysia stable country and today to respect all the
races and its tradition, Malaysia is known as 1Malaysia. Malaysia
sets a good example for the land of Unity. Malaysia’s unity proves,
“Unity in Diversity, We are all Human Family”.
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REMEMBERING THE PAST

On one Sunday afternoon while I was spending my day at my
Grandmother’s house, she decided to tell me the history of this
great country, Malaysia.
We gained our independence from the British on the 31st of
August 1957. Back then our country was known as Malaya. My
Grandmother remembered that day very clearly. She was a
young girl of thirteen years old when her father took the whole
family to Stadium Merdeka to witness this very important
historical event. Everyone at the stadium had tears of happiness
when we heard our first Prime Minister Tunku Abdul Rahman
chanted “Merdeka! Merdeka! Merdeka!” It shook the whole
stadium however it felt like it shook the whole world.
On the 16th of September 1963, Sabah, Sarawak and
Singapore joined Malaya to form Malaysia. However on the 9th
of August 1965, Singapore withdrew from Malaysia. Despite the
separations, both countries still maintain a good relationship.
In the 1970s the New Economic Policy or better known as NEP
was introduced. On the 17th of August 1974 we also saw birth
of the first Malaysian oil and Gas Company. This company is
known as Petroleum Nasional Berhad or famously known as
‘PETRONAS’. This great company is wholly owned by the
government of Malaysia PETRONAS is also ranked in top 500
largest corporation in the world and as one of the most profitable
corporation in all of Asia! My Grandmother pointed out that if
you look closely at the logo, you can see a teardrop shape. This
represents an oil drop and believe it or not the little triangle
at the top symbolizes a typographical ‘P’. PETRONAS
headquarters is located in the tallest twin towers in the world;
KLCC and they are one of the main sponsors of the BMW
sauber Formula One racing team.
On 7th of May 1983 a Malaysian Automobile Manufacturer,
Perusahaan Otomobil Nasional Sendirian Berhad (Proton)
was established. Proton was largely a manufacturer of
badge engineered vehicles from Mitsubishi Motors between the
years 1985 and the early 2000s. Proton produces several
designed models in at least 26 countries, majority in Asia. The
concept of a National Car was first formed in 1979 by Tun Dr.
Mahathir Bin Mohamad, former Prime Minister of Malaysia. The
National Car Project was approved by the Cabinet in 1982,
leading to the official founding of Proton on 7 May 1983. The
company was initially wholly owned by the government of
Malaysia through Khazanah Nasional and was headed by its
founder, Dr. Mahathir.

On the 11th of September to 21st September 1998, Malaysia
hosted the Commonwealth Games. This was the first time the
Commonwealth games was held in Asia and everyone in
Malaysia was excited and proud to host this big event. The
opening and closing ceremonies took place in Stadium Bukit
Jalil which was constructed especially for the Commonwealth
Games. The theme to the opening ceremony was ‘Unity
Towards Progress’. The end of the ceremony featured
fireworks of various colours and shapes forming hoops,
flowers, and fountains. The commonwealth Games’s official
theme was composed by the Malaysian Philharmonic
Orchestra and performed in the opening ceremony by Search.
In the new millennium, we saw four sites that was inaugurated
as World Heritage Site by UNESCO. The first two sites under
the Natural category are the Gunung Mulu National Park and
the Kinabalu Park in the year 2000. Gunung Mulu National
Park is situated in the State of Sarawak. It is important for is
high biodiversity and its karst features and is the most studied
karst area in the world. It is a vast area and contains 17
vegetation zone exhibiting over 3,500 species of vascular
plants. Most of the area is covered by Gunung Mulu a 2,377
meter high sandstone pinnacle. The cave is home to millions
of cave swiftlets and bats. The Sawawak Camber is also the
largest known cave chamber in the world. The other site under
the Natural category is Kinabalu Park situated in the State of
Sabah. It is the highest mountain range between the
Himalayas and New Guinea with a wide range of habitat.
It has also been designated as a Centre of Plant Diversity
for Southeast Asia.
In 2008 Melaka and George Town received their World
Heritage title under the Cultural Category. These two cities
are Historic Cities of the Straits of Malacca with over 500 years
of trading and cultural exchanges between the East and the
West. Both cities have influences of Asia and European
heritage. They constitute a unique architectural and cultural
townscape without parallel anywhere in the East and
Southeast Asia. My Grandmother said that we should be really
proud as the world recognizes our culture and heritage. On the
16th of September 2010 our current Prime Minister YAB Dato’
Sri Najib Tun Razak launched a new and ongoing program
called 1Malaysia. The values of 1Malaysia are perseverance,
a culture of excellence, acceptance, loyalty, education,
humanity, integrity and meritocracy. All the values that makes
us the great nation that we are today!
I am very proud to be a Malaysian!!
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SPORTY MALAYSIA

Malaysia is a very sporty country. Malaysia includes football,
badminton, bowling, squash and field hockey. Sport is a major
activity in local universities, which often run an annual sports
event. In September 2010, Malaysian sports officials
announced an agreement with some of Scotland's top sports
organizations to develop partnerships to use Scottish expertise
to create a successful sports industry in Malaysia.. Malaysia
participates in international sporting event such as the Olympic
Games, the Asian Games, the Commonwealth Games and
the Southeast Asian Games. Malaysia has hosted the 1998
Commonwealth Games and came in fourth place in the medal
tally. Malaysia also has hosted Southeast Asian Games five
times and has become the overall champion in the gold medal
tally in the 2001 Southeast Asian Games.
Malaysia also includes some world ranking sports player such
as Dato Lee Chong Wei, a Malaysian Chinese professional
badminton player. As a singles player, Lee was ranked first
worldwide for 199 consecutive weeks from 21 August 2008 to
14 June 2012. He is the third Malaysian player after Rashid
Sidek and Roslin Hashim to achieve such a ranking since official
rankings were first kept in the 1980s, and is the only Malaysian
shuttler to hold the number one ranking for more than a year.
Other than that, Datuk Nicol Ann David is a Malaysian female
professional squash player. She is currently ranked world
number one in women's squash, and is the first Asian woman
to achieve this. As of July 2015, Nicol is still the world’s no.1
player for 108 consecutive months, since August 2006. David
joined WISPA and turned professional in 2000 when she won
her first WISPA title, after only a
month on the tour. The victory came in February, when she
defeated Salma Shabana in the final of the Savcor Finnish
Open. Considered by some to be one of the greatest women's
squash players of all time, David's other notable
achievements include the Asian Squash Championship, which
she won a record nine times in 1998, 2000, 2002, 2004, 2006,
2008, 2010, 2011 and 2015.
The Malaysia national badminton team has won 3 silver medals
and 2 bronze medals in badminton in the Olympic Games since
the sport was first introduced to the Olympics in 1992. Lee
Chong Wei won two silver medal in men's singles each in 2008
and 2012. Malaysia has won the Thomas Cup, the world men's
team trophy, five times since it was first contested in 1949 and
has been runner-up nine times
as of 2014. Malaysia also holds its own annual international
badminton tournament, the Malaysia Open, now part of the
Badminton World Federation's Super Series of top world class
events.
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Malaysia hosts two international road cycling tours: the
annual Tour at Langkawi and Jelajah Malaysia. Both races
are part of the UCI Asia Tour. The Tour at Langkawi is the
biggest cycling event in Asia and it is the one of five two horscategory (2.HC) classified races in Asia. The Jelajah Malaysia
is the oldest bicycle race in Malaysia, touring around Malaysia.
Azizulhasni Awang, Josiah Ng, Mohd Rizal Tisin, Fatehah
Mustapa and Jupha Somnet are among the top track cyclists
in Malaysia. Loh Sea Keong won the general classification
and Asian rider classification at the 2013 Jelajah Malaysia.
Mohamed Harrif Salleh and Mohamed Zamri Salleh won the
points classification and mountain classification respectively at
the 2013 Jelajah Malaysia.
Marathon running has exploded in Malaysia is recent years.
On any given morning, you will see a number of Malaysians
running or jogging at parks and streers everywhere. Besides
the annual international marathons such as the Standard
Charteres Charted Kuala Lumpur Marathon, the Penang
Bridge International Marathon, and the Adidas King of the road
marathon. More and more competitions are starting to sprout
as the sport gains more and more popularity.
Sports in Malaysia are very active. Sports brings Malaysian
from all parts of the country together to support our own
national teams no matter how strong our opponent is. Sports
is a very big part of Malaysia and it gathers all religions in our
country together as one team supporting our own country and
pride.
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NATIONAL UNITY, THE ESSENCE OF
MALAYSIA'S SUCCESS

Before the stroke of midnight 31st August 1959, Malaysia was
still a colony under British rule. Before this day, the people of
Malaya were controlled and segregated by the British under its
policy of ‘divide and rule’. Since then, Malaysia has moved
forward and progressed with tremendous changes in economic
development and national stability. National unity has been one
of the fundamental themes of nation building since the
independence of Malaysia and formation of Malaysia on 16th
September 1963.
Personally, I feel grateful and lucky to be a Malaysian. Today,
we live in a peaceful and stable country, where by, all races and
ethnic groups are united and live as one. Malays, Chinese,
Indians, Portugese, Eurasians and the ‘orang asal’ or
indigenous people, all come together, especially during the
festive occasions. Working as a team to get work done or
‘gotong royong’ is part of being Malaysian. Receiving guest
during Eid Mubarak, Chinese New Year, Diwali or ‘Gawai’
festival, with the ‘open – house’ concept, is being Malaysian.
Malaysians are also well known for our generosity, our ability to
give to people who are in need and for helping the less
fortunate. For example, we rushed to the aid of the earthquake
victims in Nepal, donated generously and moved to save the
tsunami victims in Acheh and the victims of war in the Middle
East. We are thankful our country is free from war and that we
can help other war torn countries by sending our peacekeepers
and relief helpers like MERCY Malaysia to assist them.
One of the biggest achievements of Malaysia through these 58
years of growth is our national car, the PROTON. Born in 1985,
Proton Saga, our maiden car, was the brain child of Tun. Dr.
Mahathir bin Mohamad, our fourth Prime Minister. Now together
with PERODUA, Malaysians are pampered with numerous
models of car to choose from. Besides that, to shorten travelling
time, to ease congestion and to increase mobility, the Light
Rail Transport was introduced and today it plays an important
role in our lives. To show our progression in this field, we will
very soon travel with speed from Johor Baharu to Padang Besar
in our very own Electric Train Service (ETS). Transportation
plays a very important role in our life to move from point A to
point B and the advances made in this sector makes us proud
of Malaysia’s achievements. To add icing to the cake, Malaysia
is also in the process of producing bio-diesel fuel and solar cars
that are environmentally friendly.
Since Malaysia’s Independence Day in 1957 and the formation
of Malaysia in 1963, our country has been grown rapidly to
compete with other developing and developed countries.
Malaysia has many state of the art infrastructures to be proud
of. Among the Malaysian giants are the Petronas Twin Towers,
the Kuala Lumpur Tower (currently the fourth tallest tower in the
world) and the Kuala Lumpur International Airport (KLIA).
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There are many more skyscrapers which bear witness to our
cultural richness and achievements in our architectural and
engineering skills.
Malaysia is also not far behind in the technology and research and
development (R&D) sector. Multimedia Super Corridor (MSC)
which acts as a bridge to connect Malaysia to the world, satellites
such as MEASAT 1 and 2, our bio-valley, biotechnology, silicon
valley as well as industrial hubs such as the Free Trade Zone
(FTZ) and , Shah Alam and Kulim Hi- tech Park all stand
testimony to Malaysia’s achievements as a successful
developing country.
In education, we have more and more schools and learning
institutions being built in rural and urban areas. This is a step to
reduce illiteracy and to cater for the increasing demand for
education in both these areas. In addition, Smart Schools, Cluster
Schools and High Performance Schools were created to
produce Malaysians with the capability to compete globally. For
the same reasons, the Bukit Jalil Sports School was built for our
up and coming athletes and it has contributed greatly to our
success in the ASEAN Games held recently in 2015. In the old
days, Malaysian students who seek tertiary education had to
complete their studies in Singapore because we did not have any
university. Then University of Malaya was built in Kuala Lumpur
and now, nearly every state in the country has at least one
university.
From my point of view, I feel achievements are not to be measured
in the book of records for the tallest building or the first person to
sail solo around the world. But to me,
the greatest achievement is that, our country is free from
colonization and we are free and united in creating a peaceful and
harmonious nation. And it is important that our goal is to
perpetuate national unity because to me, this is the essence of a
successful and progressive nation.
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THE SOLDIER'S LIFE STORY

It was 9 in the evening and there’s a man called Jun got boring
of staying in the house so he decided to go for a walk. When he
was walking along the road he saw a girl who was also walking
but with a lot of bag in her hand, he quickly walked to her and
helped, first she was shy but at last she still let Jun help her.
When they were heading to the girl’s house, they talked a lot of
things.
“Erhm….What’s your name?” Jun asked while stuttered a bit.
“My name is Lena,” she said with a tomato face. Actually Lena
got a longer name which is very hard for normal people
pronouns so as short people called her Lena. She was two
years younger than Jun. From that day onwards, the both of
them become very good friends , they can’t leave each other’s
sight. As longer as they stay together, the feeling they had
between each other grew bigger. One day before Lena’s
birthday, Jun gave her a very surprise gift. “I like you Lena!
Would you accept me?” Jun asked with one eye close and
another open. At first Lena was very shocked but when she
comeback to reality, she held Jun’s hand and tell him “Yes! I like
you too! I’ll accept you.” Jun was so happy that he almost
screamed out as loud as thunder. From that day on, their
relationship change, from friends to best friends then now a
sweet couple.
Things didn’t get good for long. There’s war between Malaysia
and England, they need young soldier to fight for the country.
Unfortunately, Jun was one of the soldiers.
Before he left, he ran to Lena and they hugged each other for a
very long time. “I don’t know that when I can feel this warm hug
again.” Jun said while tears were escaping from their eyes. Lena
put her hand on Jun’s face to wipe off his tears, slowly Jun put
his hand on Lena’s face and touched it softly. “When can I see
this beautiful and gorgeous face again?” Jun said “You’ll see it,
because I believe that you’ll comeback and stay with me
forever.” Lena said with a shaken voice. “Promise me, wait for
me. I’ll comeback but if I don’t..” before Jun can finish Lena cut
of his sentence. “ YOU WILL COMEBACK! You WILL! I promise
you, I’ll be here waiting for you to comeback.” “I will come back
to marry you. Wait for me, I love you.” “I love you too.” After
Lena finish her sentence, she felt a soft lips on hers, she closed
her eyes and try to remember this precious kiss. After the
passionate kiss, Jun ran away and to the team of soldiers who
were leaving the village to fight for Malaysia.
Two months had passed but there’re no sign of any soldiers
coming back. Lena and the other remaining villagers were
sitting outside the door to wait for their family every day, every
hour, every minute and every second. On the other hand, Jun
and the soldiers were hidings behind the bushes to wait for a
great timing to attack their enemy.
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When their instructor gave them a gesture they started open
fire. At first, they were winning but out of the blue, the enemy
threw them a big bomb..
Including Jun, a lot of other soldiers were buried under the soil
where the bomb exploded. The soldiers were dead, the enemies
went in front to look for soldiers who were alive they saw Jun, he
was lying on the floor, they thought that he was dead but he
wasn’t. The next day, Jun woke up in a bunch of dead bodies
surrounding him. He quickly run away.
Jun ran away and he reached a village. There lived three races of
people.
Chinese, Malay and Indian. They help Jun to escape from the
enemy. After three years had passed, Jun was finding his way
home. That time, Malaysia had won! He used a whole 3 month to
reached his hometown. The first thing he do was to look for his
wife. When he budged in the door, the only person he saw was a
three year old girl sitting at the dining table eating peacefully. He
thought he went to the wrong house, when he turned and decided
to leave, he heard someone calling him from the back. “Jun…is
that you?” He turned around and saw his wife with eyes of tears.
The both of them hugged each other and they were so happy.”
Who’s that girl there?” asked Jun curiosly. “She is our child, our
daughter. I found out I was pregnant three months after you left
the village to fight.” He was so happy that he almost tell the whole
world. From that day on, Jun promised that he won’t leave his
family anymore.
Now, 58 years had passed and Jun was laying on his bed looking
out the window at the now Kuala Lumpur which got a KL Twin
Tower and a KL Tower. “I’m sorry Lena. I didn’t keep the promise
I made 58 years ago. I’m sorry, goodbye.” Slowly he closed his
eyes and sleep and he’s not going to wake up forever anymore.
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MALAYSIA - THROUGH BUDI AND
LILY'S EYES

On their way to Kuala Lumpur from their home town in Penang,
Budi told his grand-children about the history of Malaysia. Budi
told them about the Malaya under Malay Kingdoms, as a British
colony and how Malaya gained her independence from the
British till Malaysia was formed.
When they reached Kuala Lumpur, Razak, Budi’s son took them
to a famous restaurant named ‘Papa Rich’. It is a place where
one can find all the popular Malaysian dishes like curry mee,
pasembur, laksa and wantan mee, all very Malaysian. As Razak
spotted an unoccupied table, he quickly rushed his family to the
table but as they settled to sit down, Daniel, Razak’s son,
noticed a toy on one of the seats. Daniel then ran after the family
who had occupied the table before them. Budi quickly went after
the little boy as he ran off to give the toy to the little girl who left
it behind. Budi stopped abruptly when he saw the lady standing
behind the little girl holding the toy. She looked so familiar. Budi
greeted her and asked for her name and was surprised when
she said her name was Lily. Budi quickly asked her if she
remembers a boy by the name of Budi, who lived in Air Itam,
Penang. Lily looked puzzled then a spark of surprise flashed
across her face. Yes, she remembered Budi, her very good
friend and neighbour from her village a long time ago. Getting
all excited about their reunion, Budi invited Lily back into the
restaurant to chat about old times. They introduced their
respective families to each other, and then sat down to chat.
Budi then told his family that he and Lily once lived in the same
village and back then life was difficult and different from today.
When they want to meet someone, they had to walk and if they
were lucky to own a bicycle, then they can ride their bikes. If
they need to contact someone from afar, they need to send
letters, which would take days or even weeks to arrive to its
destination. Unlike now, since Malaysia gained her
independence, when you want to see someone, you can ride a
motorbike, more so on our own Malaysian Modenas! In addition
we also have the existing public transport today such as rapid
buses, Light Rail Transport (LRT). And even fly!
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Budi told his family, both he and Lily studied in the same
primary and secondary school. However, Lily did better in the
examinations and received a scholarship to further her
studies. The day Lily was at the Penang jetty to board the boat
to the mainland, Budi came on a bicycle to bid her farewell.
Today the boat is replaced by the ferry service and two bridges
to facilitate the people and to save time.
Lily too recalled how long it took her to get to Kuala Lumpur by
the night mail train, almost 9 hours of riding on hard wooden
seats. But today, it has become so easy to travel from north to
south with the North-South Highway, and Electric Train
Service (ETS). In addition, Malaysia now has her own
Malaysian cars, the Proton and Perodua. Things have
changed so much from the days before Malaysian gained
Independence.
Lily told Budi she was working with the Malaysian government
as a teacher until when she retired 30 years ago. She is now
here to visit her son who is working in our very own Malaysian
oil company, PETRONAS. She told Budi excitedly about her
visit to the Petronas Twin Towers, which to her, is the icon of
Malaysia’s achievements.
Budi then told Lily that he too wanted to be a teacher like Lily,
but then fate intervened and he became a soldier instead to
serve his country and retired as a general with the Malaysian
Army. Budi told his grand- children they should study hard like
‘Tok Lily’, so that they can one day get a good job and serve
the country like ‘Tok’ and ‘Tok Lily’.
After that long chat, they reminded their families that Malaysia
has achieved great heights of success because of the sacrifice
of many Malaysians before them. They have to continue to
work hard and stay united to ensure they enjoy a comfortable
and peaceful life in this blessed country.
Both Budi and Lily then bade each other goodbye and
promised to stay in touch.
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UNITED WE STAND, DIVIDED WE FALL

Mother Teresa once said “I can do things you cannot. You can
do things I cannot. Together we can do great things.” This is
one of the simplest ways to truly explain unity. As human
beings, we don’t share the same qualities and assets, that is
why when all of us come together, we can make something
beautiful. Unity is needed for a country to progress. Without
national unity, there will be riots and racial distress. National
unity is crucial to maintain peace and harmony between the
distinct racial groups of a country. Malaysia has maintained its
multiracial community for over 58 years and this is primarily due
to unity. Unity makes all of the different racial groups forget their
differences and work together as one, thereby creating a cordial
environment.
The multiracial ethnicity of Malaysia started with trading and
colonization. Back in the early days, Malaysia had initiated trade
relations with India and China. This eventually, led to Chinese
and Indian traders settling and establishing trade ports and
coastal towns. People of many different races were also brought
into Malaysia for labor during the British colonization. The
presence of people from different races influenced Malaysia’s
culture and made up the population of the country. In addition,
it led to the spread of Hinduism and Buddhism in Malaysia as
well as Islam, in the later years.
Malaysia gained its independence, from the British, when the
first Prime Minister, Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra guided a
delegation of ministers and political leaders of Malaya to
negotiate with the British in London regarding independence.
The official proclamation of independence was made on the
31st of August 1957. The Malaysian citizens showed unity as
they chanted the Merdeka and sang along to the national
anthem, Negaraku. This showed national unity and integration
because the people had struggled, patiently waited and
exercised immense effort to gain the final product. In addition,
unity was shown when all the citizens expressed their
happiness, as one.
Malaysia is multi-lingual, multi-racial and multi-cultural country
which can be described as ‘Asia inm Miniature’. This is highly
due to the myriad of different festivals and celebrations which
are celebrated by everyone. During these festivities, Malaysians
unite as one large family. Also, numerous varieties of food from
all over the globe, and, the presence of many different
languages from various races provide the feeling of home and
belonging to its multi-racial society. In addition, English is widely
spoken and understood by the citizens. Nevertheless, the
English language is mangled by infusing vocabulary originating
from English, Malay, Hokkien, Mandarin, Cantonese, Tamil, and
to a lesser extent, various other European languages.

39

This mangled form of English is called Manglish and this
word is a portmanteau of Malay and English. Manglish
contains elements of Australian and American slang and its
syntax resembles that of Chinese. This form of English is
understood by everyone in Malaysia and is commonly spoken
by all the races. As a whole, Malaysians, though of different
races and religions, have a never ending list of similarities in
culture, food and festivals.
With that being said, Malaysians should not identify
themselves by their ethnicity first, instead they should proudly
call themselves Malaysian and this, indeed, is the first step to
representing national unity, forgetting our differences and
coming together as one to work into making a better Malaysia.
We should all work together, along with the government
to become a united nation. The government of Malaysia is
very serious in achieving and perpetuating national unity and
integration. Many approaches have been put forward to
overcome the obstacles and challenges that come with trying
to achieve this. The concept of unity and diversity is, for
instance, is being put forward by the programme of one (1)
Malaysia which was founded by the Prime Minister on the 16th
of September 2010. The reason for introducing such a
programme was to more strongly emphasize ethnic harmony,
national unity and efficient governance. The values of 1
Malaysia that were articulated by the prime minister in 2010
are perseverance, a culture of excellence, acceptance,
loyalty, education, integrity and meritocracy. In addition to
this, the government has also made other attempts such as
introducing new ideologies like Rukun Negara, New Economic
Policy, National Cultural Policy, National Education Policy, as
well as by promoting the national language (Malay), creating
the Ministry for National Unity and Community etc.
The importance of creating and perpetuating unity and
integration cannot be compromised. Malaysia, as a country
with a multi-racial population must perpetuate its efforts to
unite and interrogate the people. National unity and integrity
is vital for Malaysians if they want to live in a cordial
environment. If national unity were to be obtained it must be
done together, it is not a one man’s job. In our opinion, national
unity can be perpetuated through the practice of equal rights,
respect for one another, and by learning to look for similarities
in one another instead of trying to look for flaws and
differences. The government can also take strict steps such
as punishing those who execute unruly acts related to racism
and hate. In addition prejudice, communalism and
ethnocentrism should be eliminated. By following such steps
and looking at each other as, for instance, as a family can help
to obtain and perpetuate national unity. Therefore, we should
all work together as one to continue the effort to perpetuate
national unity as ‘united we stand and divided we fall’.
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UNITY IN DIVERSITY

Melaka, Johor, Sabah and Sarawak. Islam is the official religion in
Malaysia. Malaysia is a multi-cultural, multi-racial, multi-lingual and
multi-ethnic society. It is a land of diversity. People of different
creeds, customs, cultures and traditions live here. They have their
different festivals, manners and lifestyle. As the 30 million
population of Malaysia consists of people belonging to diverse
ethnic groups where, more than one language is used, it is
important to promote a quadrilingual education system, provided
the most widely spoken languages in Bahasa Melayu, English,
Chinese and Tamil. The learning of all aforementioned languages
should be made compulsory at primary level. Education in schools
should be offered in all four mediums and the equal importance of
these languages should be emphasized.
National unity is the first and foremost necessity of peaceful and
prosperous country. No one can deny the fact that unity is safety.
Disunity results in fall of the countries. There are many examples in
the history of the world when due to lack of national unity there
have been internal as well as external dangers to the security
and survival of countries .National Unity is a situation when all
citizens of a country from various ethnic groups, religions and states
live in peace as one united nationality. This is what we all see is
Malaysia at all times.
All Malaysian speak the same language; Bahasa Melayu. Language
is a powerful tool which can be used to achieve mutual
understanding among cultures. It can also be used to share
knowledge. Therefore, it is important to break language barriers
between people in order to bridge them through communication.
Once steps are taken to break the language barrier, interactions
between students from all parts of the country should be promoted.
This could be done through extracurricular. Intermarriages have
become abundant nowadays, thus causing no difference between
anyone in any ways. Though culture differs from each other race,
everyone copes with the other’s culture. Malays have many different
culture as their ancestry is mixed with Buddhists, Hindus and
Portuguese. However, several have lasting influence on the
country. The Chinese came to Malaysia quite gradually. They come
from China and stayed generation onwards. Indians in Malaysia
came mainly during the colonization of Malaya.
We are likely to continue in racial harmony, not integration. We have
had many years of practice in harmony so we see no reason why
we cannot go on as usual. The only danger lies in religious
fanaticism, which so far the government has the wisdom to put down
before it gets out of hand. We should be thankful that Malaysia
does not have any great insurmountable problems between the
races.
We firmly believe in freedom of thought and freedom of expression
because such freedom enriches the culture which then becomes
dynamic. Malaysia is an enchanting country located in Southeast
Asia, is made up of two parts – East and West Malaysia,
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Malaysia Borneo and Peninsular Malaysia. The capital city of
Malaysia is Kuala Lumpur, while the seat of the federal
government is Putrajaya. Malaysia gained independence on 31th
August 1957. Malaysia has 13 states which Perlis, Kedah,
Pahang, Perak, Pulau Penang, Kelantan, Terengganu, Negeri
Sembilan, Malays are defined as someone born to a Malaysian
citizen, speaks Malay and is a Muslim. Malays make up 49% of
Malaysian population. The Malay language which is spoken also
has many dialects which usually is depended on the state of a
person is from. Some examples of Malay are Pahangite, Negeri
Sembilanese,
Sarawakian, etc. One of the chief cultures of Malaysia which
always lasts is the cultures of its two most main trading partners,
the Chinese and the Indians. The mixture of these cultures causes
the unique united culture of Malaysia Chinese make up 22.6% of
Malaysia’s population. The main types of Chinese language found
in Malaysia are Mandarin, Cantonese, Foochow, Hakka, Holbein
and Teochew. The religion Malaysian Chinese follow are mainly
Mahayana Buddhism and Taoism (Chinese – folk religion).
Chinese are Malaysian citizens of Hon Chinese ancestry who
arrived between early and mid-20th century. Even though many
Chinese are Buddhists they have been known participating in the
Hindu Thaipusam festival and worshipping in Hindu temples. This
shows the respect of one race to another.
The Indians make up 8% of Malaysia’s population. The main
language of theirs is Tamil. Some also speak Malaysian English,
Bahasa Melayu, Punjabi, Telugu and Malayalam. Indian existence
in Malaysia allowed some various types of food for example Teh
Tarik and Roti Canai. India culture and religion had a great effect
on Ancient and Modern Malaysia. The Wayang shadow puppets
had classical dance dramas of stories of Ramayana and
Mahabharata.
In the face of so many large and acute problems that need to
cooperative effort of every man and woman in this country
irrespective of caste, creed and dogmas or political philosophies
we should unite together, pool our strength and resources and
make a tremendous attempt to vanquish these enemies of ours.
We should make our country march towards a bright destiny.
We live in a very diverse world today, but there is one thing that
bonds us all together, and that is our love for one another. We
need to foster and raise this love up so it can rise above the hatred
and help our world move forward into a new tomorrow. Gender,
race and other areas of discrimination are just that, they bring
people down, rather than boosting them up. No one race is better
than another, and love will help unite us all.
We are proud of our cultural distinctiveness. We are proud to be
the inhabitants of Malaysia. It is our responsibility to maintain its
unique feature. We should think beyond the petty interests and
work for the broader goals of bringing prosperity and progress in
We Malaysians need to unite and pull together with all our might,
strain every nerve to make this country great and glorious.
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UNITY THROUGH FOOD

On their way to Kuala Lumpur from their home town in Penang, Budi
told his grand-children about the history of Malaysia. Budi told them
about the Malaya under Malay Kingdoms, as a British colony and
how Malaya gained her independence from the British till Malaysia
was formed.
When they reached Kuala Lumpur, Razak, Budi’s son took them to
a famous restaurant named ‘Papa Rich’. It is a place where one can
find all the popular Malaysian dishes like curry mee, pasembur,
laksa and wantan mee, all very Malaysian. As Razak spotted an
unoccupied table, he quickly rushed his family to the table but as
they settled to sit down, Daniel, Razak’s son, noticed a toy on one
of the seats. Daniel then ran after the family who had occupied the
table before them. Budi quickly went after the little boy as he ran off
to give the toy to the little girl who left it behind. Budi stopped
abruptly when he saw the lady standing behind the little girl holding
the toy. She looked so familiar. Budi greeted her and asked for her
name and was surprised when she said her name was Lily. Budi
quickly asked her if she remembers a boy by the name of Budi, who
lived in Air Itam, Penang. Lily looked puzzled then a spark of
surprise flashed across her face. Yes, she remembered Budi, her
very good friend and neighbour from her village a long time ago.
Getting all excited about their reunion, Budi invited Lily back into the
restaurant to chat about old times. They introduced their respective
families to each other, and then sat down to chat.
Budi then told his family that he and Lily once lived in the same
village and back then life was difficult and different from today.
When they want to meet someone, they had to walk and if they were
lucky to own a bicycle, then they can ride their bikes. If they need to
contact someone from afar, they need to send letters, which would
take days or even weeks to arrive to its destination. Unlike now,
since Malaysia gained her independence, when you want to see
someone, you can ride a motorbike, more so on our own Malaysian
Modenas! In addition we also have the existing public transport
today such as rapid buses, Light Rail Transport (LRT). And even fly!
Budi told his family, both he and Lily studied in the same primary
and secondary school. However, Lily did better in the examinations
and received a scholarship to further her studies. The day Lily was
at the Penang jetty to board the boat to the mainland, Budi came on
a bicycle to bid her farewell. Today the boat is replaced by the ferry
service and two bridges to facilitate the people and to save time.
Lily too recalled how long it took her to get to Kuala Lumpur by the
night mail train, almost 9 hours of riding on hard wooden seats. But
today, it has become so easy to travel from north to south with the
North-South Highway, and Electric Train Service (ETS). In
addition, Malaysia now has her own Malaysian cars, the Proton
and Perodua. Things have changed so much from the days before
Malaysian gained Independence.
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Lily told Budi she was working with the Malaysian government as
a teacher until when she retired 30 years ago. She is now here to
visit her son who is working in our very own Malaysian oil
company, PETRONAS. She told Budi excitedly about her visit to
the Petronas Twin Towers, which to her, is the icon of Malaysia’s
achievements.
Budi then told Lily that he too wanted to be a teacher like Lily, but
then fate intervened and he became a soldier instead to serve his
country and retired as a general with the Malaysian Army. Budi
told his grand- children they should study hard like ‘Tok Lily’, so
that they can one day get a good job and serve the country like
‘Tok’ and ‘Tok Lily’.
After that long chat, they reminded their families that Malaysia has
achieved great heights of success because of the sacrifice of
many Malaysians before them. They have to continue to work hard
and stay united to ensure they enjoy a comfortable and peaceful
life in this blessed country.
Both Budi and Lily then bade each other goodbye and promised
to stay in touch.
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MALAYSIA, WE HAVE COME A
LONG WAY

Before our independence, a long time ago, the people of Malaysia
lived simple lives with only basic facilities and amenities. Malaysia
was then an under-developed country with riches only in tin and
rubber. In my story, which begins from the 1950s, I want to share
with you, the life of Rohaya, a lady who lived in a small town in the
outskirts of Kuala Lumpur.
Like many other Malayans back then, Rohaya, a mother of 5
children, had to start her day by looking for firewood to cook in her
simple bare, earth covered floor kitchen. She had to cut whatever
sticks or wood she could find in the ‘belukar’ or shrubs, make a fire
and place them under her pots or pans. There was no electric nor
gas cookers. She had to use the old traditional way common among
under-developed countries. She would, sometimes burn herself
while cooking, but she learned what not to do from every mistake
she made in the kitchen.
Besides that, Rohaya had to use oil lamps at night and she had to
put up with the hot Malaysian heat. While fanning herself and her
children to sleep each night, she had to also fight with mosquitoes
to keep them at bay. Some lucky families could afford mosquito
nets, but not Rohaya. Though they don’t have much but at least they
had enough to eat from the catch Kassim, her husband, brought in
and the vegetables and ‘ulam’ or herbs they grew in the garden.
There was not much rice to eat either as they depended on
Kassim’s brother, a paddy planter to supply them with rice.
However, each rice ration would last them a few months and after
that, they had to feed on tapioca or the maize they grew.
Rohaya and her children had to shuttle to and fro from the little hut,
which they call home, to the well to collect water for cooking and
washing. She had to learn the technique of tipping the pail, tied to a
rope, into a well to collect water or she would end up with an empty
pail.
To iron her clothes, she had to start a charcoal fire, and place the
amber in a charcoal – iron. It sometimes takes her hours to iron and
when the sparks accidently jumped on her clothes, it would burn
holes in Kassim’s shirts, causing her to be scolded for being
careless.
No one in their village had any access to electricity though they
heard about how people in the big town called Kuala Lumpur were
using electric irons, watch television at home, own refrigerators and
drive cars. She would often envy the ‘penghulu’ or village
headman’s family as they were the only ones who could afford to
buy a refrigerator but since they did not have access to electricity,
the penghulu’s wife kept clothes in it, the new clothes that they own.
Rohaya thought, one day I too will own a fridge like that and I will
keep my new clothes in them too.
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Rohaya remembers well on that the day, the 31st of August 1957,
when Malaya gained her independence and how 6 years later
became known as Malaysia. Kassim brought her and her 5
children to Kuala Lumpur to witness the celebrations, people were
rejoicing and the skies were lit with fireworks. It was after Tuanku
Abdul Rahman shouted “Merdeka’ or independence to the crowds
who had gathered. It was a day no one could forget and people in
the village talked about it for days following the event.
Today, Rohaya is living in Kuala Lumpur with her youngest child,
that is, since Kassim passed on 20 years ago. All her 5 children
are grown and working in Kuala Lumpur. Three of them are
working as government officers and the youngest 2 are
working in the private sector. She doesn’t really understand
what work they do but she is proud that they are serving the
government, as these jobs were perversely held by the ‘mat
sallehs’ or British. She knows that the ones working in the private
sectors make a lot of money as they live in big houses and often
give her more money than she needed.
Today is a special day, special like the 31st of August, 58 years
ago because today, she is here to see her first great grand-son,
born just 10 hours ago. She looks around and she sees the fridge
she dreamed to own to keep her clothes, the steam- iron she never
knew how to use, the television she heard about those days. She
looks out and sees her children and their neighbours’ cars,
wondering why there are so many cars in a house with so few
people.
She is happy to chat with her new neighbours, especially with Ah
Leng, who is the left neighbour and Rani, the right neighbour. They
are endlessly exchanging recipes to cook curries, cakes and
cookies. Rohaya too enjoys the gossip on the other neighbours,
though her youngest child reminds her not to overdo it. It is so
much more lively and fun here compared to the days in the old
village where everyone was a Malay and there was nothing much
to talk about. She was surprised at how well Ah Leng can eat with
her hands, just like a Malay, and how well Rani makes ‘sambal
belacan’, just like a Malay. Rohaya too has picked up the skill to
use chop sticks when she cooks ‘wantan mee’, of course, the
recipe came from Ah Leng.
Life has changed a lot and for the better, Rohaya often tells
herself. If only Kassim was here to see it too. We have come a
long way, we have achieved a lot. I like Malaysia better.
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GAILARDIA, HIBISCUS, THE UNITY,
THE LOVE, THE PEACE

However finally on 1957 August 31, Tunku Abdul Rahman
(Federation of Malaya) under the effort struggled to have the
merdeka spirit are now formally to announce the
independence of Malaysia .Until now, this piece of land is
still with the love and tolerance of the people in this land, and
they keep helping each other and make the land to be united
until now a days which is 2015… …
"Situation is urgent! The situation is urgent! At present largescale extra-terrestrial biology has invaded our national
territory nearby the cities .The region in Kuala Lumpur was
completely destroyed, the government also sends out the
army go to suppress, but the situation had not been
controlled, the people also escape in all directions, the
reporter ......." This is the last live broadcast of East
Malaysia, Pino said.
"Mr President, the entire eastern Malaysia were fell to the
enemy now, the monster started to move toward the other
cities, if did not take any action, we are waiting for the death."
The Defence Secretary which is sitting beside Pino speaking
to the President. "......" Numerous senior officials stare at the
head of state who has not responding any answer.
"Mr President, the whole nation do not want to have War,
but we are the Malaysian people does not fear the death,
only wants to recapture own homeland bravely!" Pino
knocked the table to say.
"Launches the Gaillardia plan......" finally the head of state
open his mouth.

Before 6000, the earth have the trail of humanity.
In 1403, in 1511 and in 1641 had to do obeisance principle
Missoula, Portuguese and Dutch's seizure rule separately, are
hundred years, that was the time of law of the jungle which
human experienced Britain and Japanese ruling to the Second
World War in 1786~1945 years.
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At the beginning of 2016, the unknown-extra-terrestrial
biology invades Earth and cause various countries to fall into
scared, the country which have a lot of advanced weapons
are swallowed by the monster one by one rapidly and
completely. The monster did not fear about the power attack
of high tech, they really likes human especially human which
are mentally frightened. Therefore the monster can destroy
a lot of countries in very fast. In the end of June, Malaysia is
also one of the serious suffering countries. Because of the
terrain problem, east Malaysia haven’t invaded by the
monster. The scientists study to restrain the extra-terrestrial
which they do research on human emotion. Therefore all the
scientist draws up "Gaillardia plan" one month ago. All the
human in Malaysia had been trained using the “Gaillardia
Plan”. Malaysia created the ultimate weapon within three
months. The ultimate weapon here means the people fight
with the monster using them faith. But the bad thing is
cannot have a person slightly frightened otherwise be
defeated.

"!"Pino is the spiritual leader of entire people, after
landing the eastern Malaysia, immediately opens up an
offensive mode. "Gaillardia Plan" is mainly divided into
three armies to attack, the red team symbolizes national
flower which is hibiscus, and the heart of Malaysia, the
yellow armies symbolizes the heart of unity protection while
the blue team is symbolizing the peace from the heart. Red
Army from the government that Pino leads focuses on the
first wave of offensive. The monster is shocked by this red
regiment now. The people do not have any frightened heart
now and run quickly toward the monster to fight with them
by sword and arrow. The monster wants to counter-attack
but I’s scared.
"For Malaysia, for our country!" The yellow armies mostly
are composed by the common people, they tears full with
dazzling light , looks at monster which destroy they
hometown, the anger is transformed to the strength and
attack to the monster around them. However the blue team
is composed by medical people such as doctor, nurse and
some worship leader and prayer. They are responsible for
the medical service and do some prayer and supports.
On July 15, 2016 the monster finally withdraw from
Malaysia. This piece of land are covered with the dazzling
ray of light that cause the monster dare not arbitrarily close
to. Pino and many people also died in the battle. Now a
days, the National people are surrounded by the hibiscus
and the Gaillardia flower and protected by the yellow
shining wings of the earth to commemorate the dead of
the hero and the brave warriors in the past. In the universal,
the unity of uphold, unbeaten, belief of red, yellow and blue
armies, the perfection of faith, it was so firm and this is to
revolving the entire Malaysia with the message of peace
and unity.
The heart of the Hibiscus, the faith of the Gaillardia are
surrounded the entire earth in the picture, that is the phrase
of sad history but also become the witnesses of all of us
and it shown the Malaysians have the concentric strong
belief in yourself. The only way to united is to have a
FAITH.

