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Editorial Message
MINDS congratulates its Patron YAB Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad for his
appointment as the Prime Minister of Malaysia. It is an honour for us to have him
grace with us the front cover of this issue of our newsletter. Tun Dr. Mahathir has
been our Patron since 1993. The cover photograph was taken during the gala
dinner in 2007 when Tun received the MINDS Great Mind Award.
This issue highlights the recently completed MINDS flagship event the 2018
International Invention, Innovation and Technology or better known as ITEX the
annual invention exhibition that is a major draw as far as invention exhibitions are
concerned. Every year ITEX attracts inventors from around the world and ITEX 2018
is no exception.
A total of 941 entries from 20 countries participated in ITEX 2018 and the concurrent
exhibitions namely World Young Inventors Exhibition (WYIE), Asian Young Inventors
Exhibition (AYIE) and MalaysianYoung Inventors Exhibition (MYIE). Five countries
exhibited but did not participate in the competitions. The top winners of the various
competitions are produced here in this newsletter.
Two new awards held in conjunction with ITEX are also featured, namely, the Tan
Sri Augustine Ong Award and the Good Innovation Mark or GIM Award. In
addition, the inventing workshop by Susan Casey and the four start-up talks during
ITEX are also reported in this issue of our newsletter.
This newsletter also features this year's issue of Invention Asia magazine and the
2018 Annual General Meeting of The Asian Caucus of Invention Associations (ACIA).
Other articles include the launch of the Oblique Bat by its inventor Mr. Lim Sze
Choong. A special feature in this issue is the article on the Odissi Performance
written by Mr. Alex Tan Bok Hooi.
Do pass this newsletter to a relative or friend after you have read it. You may then
request for an extra copy should you decide to keep this issue of the MINDS
newsletter.
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Tan Sri Augustine Ong Award
In conjunction with this year's ITEX, MINDS has introduced the Tan Sri Augustine Ong Award which
was awarded to the most outstanding teacher amongst the teacher advisors of teams participating
at WYIE 2018. The award is open to all teachers who are Malaysian citizens teaching in Malaysian
primary and secondary schools both public and private, whose teams participated in WYIE 2018.
The winning candidates were announced on 11 May and the awards were presented on 12 May
2018 during ITEX/WYIE 2018 at Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre.
The Tan Sri Augustine Ong Award Selection Panel comprises the following members:
Chairman: Academician Tan Sri Emeritus Prof. Datuk Dr. Augustine S. H. Ong
Members: Dr. Leo Ann Mean, Prof. Dr. Ir. Vigna Kumaran Ramachandaramurthy, Mr. Yuhanis Latif
For this inaugural year on the basis of meritorious considerations, two winners were announced,
namely:
1) Puan Thangeswary a/p Annamallai of SJK (T) Kajang, Selangor
2) Puan Bazilah Binti Arshad of SMK Datuk Onn, Butterworth, Pulau Pinang

Puan Thangeswary received award from Tan Sri Augustine Ong

Puan Bazilah received award from Tan Sri Augustine Ong
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Good Innovation Mark
GIM or Good Innovation Mark is a new initiative by the Malaysian Invention and Design Society
(MINDS), aimed to enhance the market visibility and positioning of innovative products and services
that are already commercialised. A brainchild of the Honorary Secretary, Mr. Myocho Kan, GIM was
inaugurated during ITEX 2018 with a total of 5 awardees from 5 countries.
GIM is a non-competitive award serving as a brand booster, recognizing products and services that
fulfils every aspect of innovation that provides that unbeatable advantage. Products / Services
recognized are authorized to use the GIM brand / logo on its product's or service’s branding. The
GIM Panel of Assessors comprises Dato’ Lewre Lew and Dr. Christopher Hemingway, and headed by
Mr. Myocho Kan.
GIM will be an all-year round activity where innovative products or services are considered by the
Panel. The award presentation will be held during the following year’s ITEX. Individuals and
companies who have their products or services commercialised and wish to apply for the GIM are
invited to contact MINDS for further information.
The inaugural GIM awardees received their awards during the Malam Budaya Cipta gala dinner on
11th May 2018 held at Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre. The selected awardees are:SIRIM from Malaysia led by Dr Mohd
Nizam Abdullah, Muhammad Zawawi
Samsuddin, Mohd Khairi Khalid and
Dr Mohd Nasir Zainal Abidin with
their invention MYRM TINT. The
latest development is the introduction
of MYRM Tint as certified reference
material (CRM) to the industries and
related
enforcement
agencies.
Through this development, high
accuracy approach for internal
maintenance purpose which is
suitable for most common tint meter
in the market.

MOHAMED KAMAL from Malaysia
who invented MY-TILS (My Tile
Leveling System). MY-TILS is a 3 part
installation system that levels, align,
space and hold tile during
installation. It will hold the tile level
with the adjourning tile to prevent
slippage while the mortar is curing as
shrinkage might occur. Now everyone
can tile.
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NU SKIN from Malaysia with their
Ageloc Lumispa invented by Eva
Mak. Ageloc Lumispa is a waterproof
and rechargeable handled cleansing
device, when used together with the
specially formulated geloc umispa
activates its
cleansers and soft
silicone treatment head,moving at
the precise frequency and delivers
seven skin benefits after just one use.

PHIYADA KAYAK from Thailand with 2
inventors Phiyada Kayak and
Varinthon Chairojrat who invented
the ICEST. ICEST is a cooling facial
and body spray. Menthol is used as
one of the active cooling compounds.
Controlled and sustained release of
the cooling effect is via the matrix
encapsulate using a natural polymer.
This makes ICEST a long lasting
cooling spray. Its effect can last for

more than 4 hours.

BUDHA SHENG INTERNATIONAL LTD
from Taiwan with their invention
COMBINATION FURNITURE. Chung Yu
Wei and Lu Chin Hsiang are the
inventors for this combination
furniture which is mofa sofa with the
concept of Lego like assembly and
installation.
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Inventing Workshop For Primary School Children By Susan Casey, American Author Of Kids
Inventing! A Handbook For Young Inventors.
The workshop was held on 10 May 2018 and participated by primary school level 7-12 year old
students. 42 students from various countries participated in the workshop. The workshop
facilitator presented the stories behind the invention of many common items, for example the
dishwasher, the microwave oven, the windshield wiper and frozen pizza.
Susan Casey also discussed the invention process that helped early astronauts retain their health in
space, the invention of the telephone, YouTube, the Internet and cutting edge inventions in the
medical field. She also told stories of inventions being created today to improve the lives of those in
underdeveloped countries by people in those countries in collaboration with academics and
companies interested in a better world.
Following the talk the inventing workshop was conducted where participants created something
new and useful using common items such as an umbrella and hairbrush. Through the workshop
activities, the students were well exposed to the invention process and understand more about
invention.

The activities during the workshop
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Start-Up Talks
One of the attractions of the 2018 ITEX is the presentation of four talks, aptly named Start-up Talks,
organised specifically for participants and visitors to the premier invention exhibition in Malaysia.
The four talks which were held on Friday 11th May were as follows:
1. Bringing Your Idea Into The Market Place by Dr. Lai Kok Fung. Every product out in the market
today started as an idea in someone’s head. From a mobile device to a software platform or a
kitchen gadget, most products came to life through the process of invention. However, the
entrepreneurial journey of bringing an idea into the market, validating its fit and successfully
marketing it is a long one.
2. What IF You Don’t Need A Patent For Protection? By Mr. Irfun Mustakim Awang of PO IP Sdn
Bhd. Technological invention gives essential roles to assist our lives today and few can imagine
living without. It is an idea of an inventor which permits in practice the solution to a specific
problem in the field of technology. The invention can be patented if it meets patent law criteria for
patentability. A patent is a form of ownership of the invention (a legal document) that protects the
invention and patent holder.
3. Enhancing The Value of Start Up Ventures With Intellectual Property Assets by Lok Choon Hong
of IP Tech. Intellectual property protection is an important consideration for most startups.
Obtaining intellectual property protection, such as patents, can minimize competition and act as a
defensive mechanism against infringement claims from others. Intellectual property can also attract
or solidify funding and partnerships.
4. Innovation And Focus Driven Approach To Entrepreneurial Success by Mr.Mohandeep Singh of
Soft Solvers Solutions Sdn Bhd. The first few years are the most crucial years for any start-up and it
is what you do now that would rightly amplify your success in the years to come. Many start-ups fail
to realize the importance of being innovative, flexible and staying focused in order to achieve
entrepreneurial success. Deep would be sharing his extensive experience on the above along with
some common pitfalls that need to be avoided during the growth phase.
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Dr Lai Kok Fung and Mr Irfun Mustakim Awang delivering their talks

Lok Choon Hong and Mr Mohandeep Singh delivering their talks

Group Photo of speakers
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ACE 2018
ACE returned for the third time since its inception in 2015. The theme for ACE2018 was “Malaysian
Heritage – a Thing of Beauty is a Joy Forever”. Contestants were required to write a story in line
with the theme and accompany it with a related drawing.
To guide teachers and students, talks and workshops were held on 5 August 2017 at UCSI . The
talks on “Fables” by Alex Tan Bok Hooi, “Malaysian History” by Prof. Emeritus Tan Sri Dr. Khoo Kay
Kim, and on “Artificial Intelligence” by Assoc. Prof Dr. Neoh Siew Chin were to inspire intending
contestants. Workshops on writing and illustration for the three categories (Primary, Secondary
and Tertiary) followed.
The competition of ACE2018 attracted 14 entries from five schools for the Primary category, 57
entries from 10 schools for the Secondary category, and one entry for the Tertiary category –
making a total of 72 entries. The timing for the competition was changed from previous years so
that the culmination of ACE2018, i.e. the exhibition part, coincided with ITEX 2018 from 10-12 May.
Based on the combined scores for writing and illustration the results are as follows:
Category
Primary

Secondary

Tertiary

Prize
1st

Title of entry
The Blue Mansion

2nd

The Conquest

3rd

The Life of a Malayan Tiger

1st

Home is Where the Heart is

2nd

Rice Barrel

3rd

Rojak – The Beauty of All

1st

No winner

2nd

No winner

3rd

No winner
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Group photo of the winners in primary and secondary sections of ACE competition

ACE Exhibition 2018
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While not all of the top ranked stories and illustrations qualified for the above prizes, special prizes
were awarded to the writers and illustrators of captivating stories or artworks to encourage them.
The entries in question are:
Category
Primary

Prize

Title

Writing

None

Illustration

Special

Revenge

Special

The Beauty of the Ibans and Nature

Writing

Special

Home

Writing

Special

Malaysian Food

Writing

Special

The Legacy of Our Ancestors

Illustration

Special

The Pearl of the Orient

Illustration

Special

Home is Where the Heart is

Special

Comfort Food

Illustration

Secondary

Tertiary
Writing

Forty-one entries were shortlisted for display at ACE2018 during ITEX. The same will be compiled
into an e-book which will be sent to the participating schools and institute of higher learning, as
well as posted on MINDS webpage.
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Invention Asia Magazine

Invention Asia is Asia's first mazagine devoted solely to the art and science of invention. This
magazine is jointly published by MINDS and C.I.S Sdn Bhd the latter being the event manager of
ITEX since 2004.
Invention Asia began in 2015 as a biannual. Starting this year however, it will appear annually, in
May to coincide with International Invention, Innovation and Technology Exhibition or ITEX in short.
The 2018 issue focusses on the latest developments in the field of invention both local as well as
internationally. It covers such topics as artificial intelligence, gene editing, and blockchain
technology. Other interesting articles include 3D printing, graphene production and cloning
technology. Of special interest is a write-up on the Nobel Prize Winners of 2017.
Get your copy today! It is available in good bookshops. If it is not available in your hometown do
call MINDS at 603-71182062 or email minds.invent@gmail.com
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Launch Of The Oblique Bat
Mr. Lim Sze Choong launched his invention the “Oblique Bat” on 7th July 2018 at Seremban's Prima
Shopping Mall. MINDS President Tan Sri Dr. Augustine Ong and Asst. Exec. Secretary Irwen Siza
attended the launch. The high-light of the launch was the fun contest using the Oblique Bat.
The Oblique Bat Challenge 2018 is a fun contest open to 32 contestants using only the Oblique Bat.
There is no division by sex or age, and contestants play against their opponents by the luck of the
draw. The main objective is FUN! The contestants taking part in this fun contest registered
themselves for the event when news was published on Facebook. As there was no division by age
or gender, it turned out to be quite an interesting affair with the youngest contestant aged 11, and
the oldest, 77.
The final was keenly fought, between student Jeremy Tang, aged 18 and car dealer insurance agent
Kenny Low, aged 68, 11-9, 6-11, 11-4, 8-11, 14-12. Asked for their opinion of the bat, Jeremy Tang
said that once he got used to the bat, he could play surprisingly well with it. Kenny Low said that the
bat felt good, and both Penholder and Handshake players should easily adapt to it.

Tan Sri Augustine Ong launching The Oblique Bat Challenge

President of MINDS with Mr Lim and the winners of Oblique Bat Challenge
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Contestants in action during the Oblique Bat Challenge

Chinese Press report for Oblique Bat Challenge
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Asian Caucus Of Invention Associations
The Asian Caucus of Invention Associations (ACIA), was established on 24 April 2009. It is a
federation of societies and organisations located in the Asian region which are involved in design,
invention, innovation, and technology. ACIA holds its annual meeting normally in conjunction with
ITEX. This year’s meeting was held at Corus Hotel on 9 May 2018 and was attended by
representatives from Saudi Arabia, Korea and Indonesia. American author, Ms Susan Casey also
participated. The meeting discussed ways to move ACIA forward.

Minds President presenting MINDS 30th Anniversary book to delegates from Saudi Arabia and
Indonesia

MINDS President presenting MINDS 30th Anniversary book to Korean delegate and Susan Casey
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Group photo of ACIA 2018 AGM attendees
Odissi Performance
Sutra Foundation showcased ODISSI on HIGH at Experimental Theatre University of Malaya on 4th July 2018.
Artistes of Sutra & Rudrakshya Foundation together with Sutra Dance Outreach Program under the artistic
direction of Datuk Ramli Ibrahim and Guru Bichitrananda Swain left the audience spellbound with an
unforgettable yet amazing performance.
Datuk Ramli Ibrahim, Malaysia's most prominent choreographer and dancer has mesmerised the audience
and electrified the dance fratenity in a career that spanned more than four decades. He was recently
awarded the Padma Shri Award, one of India's highest civilian honours, an international acknowledgement
of his contribution to the Indian classical dance of Odissi. He studied Engineering in Australia and was trained
in modern dance and classical ballet. He established Sutra Dance Theatre in 1983 and in 2007, Sutra
Foundation was born. He is a cultural icon whose passion for creative work in the field of Indian classical
dance is legendary.
The origins of Odissi, sometimes refered as Orissi in ancient literature can be traced back to the days of the
Hindu temples of Odisha. In the caves of Khandagiri and Udayagiri near Bhubaneswar, stone figures of
female dancers also known as Nartaki were found that depicted the scenes believed to be from 1st Century
BC. Odissi is an expression of religious and spiritual ideas primarily related to Hindu gods of Vishu, Shiva,
Surya and Hindu goddesses as well.
An expression of creativity can be in the form of paintings, creative outbursts like novels or poems recital or
even dancing. Creativity is a scarcity yet it can never be taught effectively in a classroom. However creavity is
the beacon of hope for tomorrow, allowing us to differentiate ourselves with astonishing and unparalleled
results whether it is in the science or arts fraternity. A dearth of creativity in science will never augur well for
the future as originality in scientific work needs the working mechanism of creativity at its highest order.
The Odissi performance in University of Malaya clearly demonstrated how an unbridled flow of creative
juices and the fusion of creative minds from different parts of the world could bring wonders to the audience
for an unforgettable experience. Datuk Ramli Ibrahim, an icon with a degree in engineering and an
accomplished Indian classical dancer and choreographer, has shown us how unparralled ounces of creavity
and a borderless collaboration can make a remarkable difference in our lives.

Tan Bok Hooi
8th July 2018
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Odissi Performance
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In Remembrance Of Dr Loo Koi Sang
A year has passed with the demise of a dear friend, Dr Loo Koi Sang, former Honorary Secretary of
MINDS. Dr Loo was a very committed member, serving for the past 30 years as Exco Member, judge
for ITEX, and chief delegate to many invention exhibitions. He was also a member of the Malaysian
Senior Scientists Association and various other organizations, as well as advisor to FMM in the field
of polymer and plastic industries. He was a popular speaker in plastic industry and was invited to
give talks in this field. Various awards and recognitions were bestowed on him. Dr Loo was very
active in community service and voluntary organisations, such as Rotary Club, Malaysian Nature
Society, Zoo Negara,etc. He had served as Cabinet Treasurer of Rotary International District 330
Malaysia. On behalf of MINDS Executive Committee, we wish to express our sincere thanks and
appreciation for his contributions to MINDS and the society. He will always be remembered!

Upcoming Event -Biotechnology Workshop

MINDS will be organizing a Biotechnology Workshop on 25 September 2018 at University of Malaya High
Impact Research (HIR) Auditorium, Kuala Lumpur from 8.30 am to 4.30pm.
The highlights of the workshop are the sharing by an authority on biotechnology, by successful
biotechnopreneurs and by a Principal Assistant Director from the Ministry of Health, Malaysia. So join us at
the workshop to find out how to bridge the gap from lab to business.
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