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Tan Sri Augustine Ong's memoir has just been published 

It will be launched during ITEX’19  
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Editorial Message 
 

 
This fourth and last issue of our association's newsletter for the year 2018 

rounds up the activities held during the last quarter of the year.  As usual 

every year is a busy year for MINDS which we believe is one of the most 

active associations in the country thanks to the indefatigueable dedication 

of its founding president Tan Sri Dr Augustine S H Ong who has led the 

association since its formation more than 30 years ago.  Appropriately, 

MINDS is proud to announce here that our President's memoir has just 

been published and is now available for your reading pleasure! 

 
MINDS held an ITEX Judging Workshop on 8 September at a hotel in 

Petaling Jaya with the specific objective of coming up with a new set of 

categories of inventions for both ITEX and WYIE as well as new score sheets 

for both competitions. 

 

Overseas MINDS participated in the IIEI & WIIF 2018 held in Foshan, China 

from 3-15 September and a delegation from UTeM also participated in IYIA 

held in Bali, Indonesia from 19-22 September. 

 

25 September saw MINDS Biothech Workshop held in University of Malaya 

where several successful biotechnopreneurs spoke on their pet subjects 

based on their real experience.  MINDS Seberang Perai Chapter held its 

Invention and Innovation Workshop attended by secondary school students 

in Penang on 20 October at Chung Ling School, Butterworth.  The theme for 

ACE 2019 is “Unity in Diversity”.  The seminar component of ACE 2019 was 

held on 10 November at UM's Rumah Universiti. 

 

We look forward to another eventful 2019 for our association as we bade 

farewell to 2018.  Adios! 
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Seberang Perai Chapter Invention and Innovation Workshop 

 
MINDS Seberang Perai Chapter organised an invention and innovation workshop for secondary 

schools in Penang on 20 October from 8:00am till 1:00pm at SMJK Chung Ling Butterworth. It 

was attended by 286 participants including 62 teachers from 15 schools. 
 
Dato' Dr Cheah Cheng Huat, the Chairman of the MINDS Seberang Perai Chapter welcomed the 
participants followed by the MINDS President Tan Sri Datuk Dr Augustine Ong's speech delivered 

on his behalf by Mr Myocho Kan, MINDS Hon. Secretary. Guests included the Principal of the host 
school and Exco members from MINDS Taiping Chapter. 
 
Two lectures were delivered by Dr Leo Ann Mean, ITEX Chief Judge, the first on “Creativity and 

Invention” and the second on “Invention and Innovation”. The lectures serve to illustrate and 

motivate the participants to be creative, inventive and innovative. 
 
The lectures were followed by the workshop session facilitated by Dr Leo assisted by Ms Woo Mei 
Lyn and 5 judges namely Mr Myocho Kan, Mr Loh Jih Keat, Mr Chew Choon Kian, Ms Subahthira 
Arumugam @ Sinniah and Ms Mary Chin. Participants were instructed to conceptualise, design 
and build a prototype of inventions in 5 categories, namely classroom, kitchen, transport, 
children's toys and inventions for the disabled. Prizes were awarded to the best prototype in each 
of the 5 categories of inventions. 
 
Students and teachers enjoyed the workshop as can be gleaned from the photographs that 

accompany this article. Well done MINDS Seberang Perai Chapter! 

 
                                                                        Banner below the stage 
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Mr Myocho Kan Chee Yuen 

Speaker and Workshop Facilitator 

Dr Leo Ann Mean 
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Workshop Participants  
Workshop Participants 

A group of students 

Group photo 
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MINDS ITEX Judging Workshop  

MINDS organised a one day workshop at Crystal Crown Hotel on Saturday 8
th
 September 2018 

where participants discussed and brainstormed a new categorization of inventions as well as 

revised the scoring sheets for both ITEX and WYIE competitions from 2019 onwards. 

The following participated in the workshop: 

Tan Sri Dr Augustine Ong – MINDS President 
Mr Myocho Kan – MINDS Hon. Secretary 
Ms Christine  Ong – MINDS Hon. Treasurer 
Dr Leo Ann Mean – ITEX Chief Judge 
Prof Dr Ir Vigna Ramachandaramurthy – WYIE Chief Judge 
Dr Gan Siowck Lee – ITEX Judge 
Mr Tan Ying Kee – ITEX Judge 
Mr Ong Chui Koon – ITEX Judge 
Prof Dr Subramaniam Krishnan – ITEX Judge 
Ms Irwen Siza – MINDS Asst. Exec. Secretary 
 
The outcome of the workshop is as follows: 

A. A new 15 categories of inventions for ITEX replaces the previous 23 categories: 

1. Biotechnology 
2. Environment, Energy 
3. Education 
4. Agriculture 
5. ICT, Telecommunications,  Audio Visual 
6. Materials 
7. Building & Construction  
8. Household & Office Products 
9. Industrial Design 
10. Equipment, Electronics, Machinery 
11. Child Care, Special Care 
12. Medical, Health 
13. Beauty, Fitness, Sports 
14. Automotive, Aerospace, Aviation, Transportation 
15. Automation, Manufacturing 
 

B. A new 10 categories of inventions for WYIE replaces the  previous 9 categories:  

1. Agriculture 
2. Automation & Processes 
3. Biotechnology, Health 
4. Games, Sports 
5. Education 
6. Environment 
7. Household, Office, Personal Care 
8. ICT, Multimedia 
9. Industrial Design 

10.   Materials 
 

C. A new score sheet for ITEX 

D. A new score sheet for WYIE 
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Group photo of workshop participants 

Participants in action 



8 
 

MINDS Biotechnology Workshop 
 

 
 
Sharing the experience of an authority on biotechnology, a researcher from MPOB, an officer from 
the Ministry of Health as well as four successful biotechnopreneurs, this workshop was held at the 
High Impact Research  Auditorium in University of Malaya. Participants included many  
experienced hands as well as young researchers from academia and from the biotechnology 
industry especially in the field of palm oil. 
 
Besides the lectures, two panel discussions were held wherein the speakers exchanged their 
experience with the participants. These turned out to be very lively discussions with relevant 
questions  from the participants and enlightening answers from the panel members. Tan Sri Dr 
Augustine S H Ong, President of MINDS delivered the welcome address and thanked all 
participants for their interest in the subject matter. In his closing remarks Tan Sri Dr Augustine S H 
Ong, thanked Prof Dr Koh Chong Lek for his key role in organising the workshop, the speakers and 
all present for their active participation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Workshop participants  
Organizers and speakers  
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The speakers and their topics were as follows: 
1. Prof Dr Koh Chong Lek, Chief Scientific Officer, Gene Express Sdn Bhd on Biotechnopreneurship: 
The Malaysian Scenario 
2. Dr Wong Yong Wee, Chief Technical Officer, DNA Laboratoies Sdn Bhd on Venturing into 
Molecular Diagnostic Services 
3. Mr Ivan Hoh Chee Choong, Chief Executive Officer, Codon Genomics Sdn Bhd on Dancing on the 
Floor of Genomics Research 
4. Mr Law Eng Lim, Fouder & CEO, Revongen Corporation Centre on Conquering the World from 
the Humble Flask 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Prof Dr Koh  Chong Lek Dr Wong Yong Wee 

Mr Ivan Hoh 
Mr Law Eng Lim 



10 
 

 
5. Mr Khoo Eng Wah, Managing Director, Sepang Today Aquaculture Centre (STAC) Sdn Bhd on 
Aqua mimicracy Hatchery from Marine Prawn and Crab Seed Production in Malaysia 
6. Puan Sunitha Esther Raj, Principal Assistant Director, Centre of Product Registration,  National 
Pharmaceutical Regulatory Division, Ministry of Health on Registration of Biosimilars in Malaysia 
7. Dr Mohd Hefni Bin Rusli, Research Officer, Ganoderma & Disease Research of Oil Palm, 
Malaysian Palm Oil Board  
 
Members of the panel were as follows: 
Panel 1: Prof Dr Koh Chong Lek, Dr. Mohd Hefni Bin Rusli, Dr. Wong Yong Wee and Mr. Ivan Hoh 
Chee Choong 
Panel 2: Prof Dr Koh Chong Lek, Mr Law Eng Lim, Mr Khoo Eng Wah and Puan Sunitha Esther Raj 

 

 
 
 
 

Mr Khoo Eng Wah Puan Sunitha Esther Raj 

Panel 1 Panel 2 
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ACE 2019 Seminar 
 

The half-day event was held on Saturday, 10th November 2018, at Rumah Universiti in University of 
Malaya.  The seminar was held as a run-up to the Write and Illustrate competition of the 4th Arts 
and Creativity Exhibition (ACE 2019).  Three eminent speakers were invited to present talks to 
inspire and guide teachers and students intending to take part in the competition. 
 
Emeritus Professor Academician Tan Sri Datuk Dr Omar Abdul Rahman spoke on “Unity and 
Harmony in Diversity” (in line with the theme of ACE 2019, viz. “Unity in Diversity”).  As a major 
contributor to the Dailog Rakyat movement, launched on 3rd December 2016, Tan Sri Omar traced 
how affirmative action for unity and harmony in Malaysia evolved, starting with Rukun Negara 
(1970) which reflects the national aspiration, and culminating with Dailog Rakyat. 
 
Ms Christina Chia’s talk was on “The Mind Garden – Conceiving and Exploiting Ideas”. She stated 
that everyone is unique, and the sum of one’s thoughts, deeds and activities.  Thus, cultivating 
positive thoughts will lead to positive deeds and actions, because “Whatever the mind can 
conceive and believe, the Mind can achieve” (Napoleon Hill). 
 
Tunku Halim Tunku Abdullah captured everyone’s attention with his talk on “Crafting a Story”.  He 
provided useful pointers on how to write a short story which captivates the reader (and wins 
competitions!); attention should be given to: Idea, Setting, Plot, Character/S, Description and 
Dialogue. 
The seminar was attended by 14 students and teachers, and nine others associated with ACE.   
 
Dr Tan Swee Lian was the moderator of the seminar while Dr Grace Lim was the Master of 
Ceremony.  They were supported by Ms Irwen Siza and Ms Penny Pang of the MINDS Secretariat.  
After lively participation and interaction from the floor with the speakers, the event ended with 
lunch. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr Tan Swee Lian presenting tokens of appreciation to the three speakers 
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International Young Inventors Award (IYIA) 2018   

Pico hydro is a hydro system that can generate up to 5Kw of  electricity. The  system only requires  a 

simple design of a turbine to drive the generator and produce electricity. Many types of Pico hydro 

has been sold in the market. This Pico hydro is unique as the material used in the system are all 

recycled material. For example, the Z-Blade is made of PVC materials which is easily found in the 

hardware store. Compared to other Pico hydro systems, this system has the simplest turbine 

design  . The turbine concept is based on the water jet where the pressure of the water will assist 

the movement of the system. In addition, the system could generate up to 250W of power and 

light up different types of electrical appliances. The system could be utilized in small water 

resources such as a small river, stream or drainage system without polluting the water. To make it 

more interesting, the system has several versions due to the development process. In the recent 

research, the system will be floating on top of the water. This is necessary because the system may 

preserve the body of water without disturbing their natural habitat. This system is invented by 

Mohd Farriz Basar, Muhammad Redzuan Bin Saharani, Naziah Binti Ismail and Siti Nur Baijan Binti 

Yaakop. This prototype was exhibited in a few local competitions including ITEX 2018 where it 

received a Gold Award and ‘Best Invention Award’. Lastly, Pico hydro was entered in an 

international competition IYIA 2018 and it received a Gold Award.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Group photo during Exhibition Group photo during Opening Ceremony 

Received Gold Award and Best Invention 
Award 
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10th International Exhibition of Inventions (IEI) 

 
MINDS, on the invitation of China Association of Inventions (CAIs) participated in the 10th 

International Exhibition of Inventions (IEI) which was held from 13-15 September 2018 at Foshan, 

Guangdong Province, People‘s Republic of China. The invitation included a complimentary 

exhibition booth. 

 

More than 50 countries participated in this exhibition. The total number of inventions from foreign 

countries was 255 and the total number of inventions from the host country PR China was more 

than 3,200 for the adult category and more than 450 for the youth category. 

 
Our MINDS booth exhibited palm oil innovations (palm biodiesel, palm phytonutrient, red palm oil 
and innovative palm food products from PORTSIM China) attracted many visitors. In addition, an 
invention HYBRID VLC, namely Hybrid Visible Light Communication System was entered in the 
competition. HVLC is a patented technology that allows wireless communication using visible light 
as well as the intelligence to complement the current WiFi technology. HVLC is a green, cost 
effective and safe wireless technology of the future. This product is invented by CS Tan, ZGan, LB 
Xu, JX and Liu. The invention won the following awards: 

 

• Gold Medal by Chinese Association of Inventions  

 • Best Invention Award by OFEED Morocco 

• Best Innovation Award by ARCA Union of Croatian Innovators, Croatia 

 

   

 

    An Exhibition Site                                                                          MINDS Exhibition Booth 
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Closing & Award Presentation Ceremony 

Special Award from Morocco  

Special Award from Croatia  
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3rd World Invention and Innovation Forum (WIIF) 

 
MINDS, on the invitation of China Association of Inventions (CAIs) participated in the 3rd World 

Invention and Innovation Forum (WIIF) which was held from 13-15 September 2018 at Foshan, 

Guangdong Province, People’s Republic of China. The invitation included an oral paper 

presentation. 

 

A total of more than 50 papers were presented over the 2 day forum. There were 10 keynote 
papers including two by Nobel Laureates. 
 
The country paper from Malaysia presented by Datuk Dr Choo Yuen May, MINDS Vice-President, 
entitled “Malaysian Perspectives in Innovations and Industrial Design: Inventing For A Better 
Tomorrow” was well received. It was attended by about 250 participants. The paper covered 
various MINDS activities and Malaysian innovative technologies/products on palm oil including 
innovations by the author. 

 

 
 
Datuk Dr Choo Yuen May represented Malaysia               Participants at MINDS presentation 

 

 
 

Keynote speaker by a Nobel Laureate  



 
 

 


